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OAPSE Fights for Pri or i ties in New
Two-Year State Bud get

Ohio fi nally has a new two-year
bud get in place af ter weeks of

wran gling among leg is la tive lead ers. In
the worst eco nomic cli mate in de cades,
OAPSE/AFSCME was able to pro tect
jobs and make cer tain pub lic ed u ca tion
and qual ity pub lic ser vices re main
among the state’s top pri or i ties.

Randy Weston, Di rec tor of Po lit i cal
Ac tion and Leg is la tive Af fairs, de scribed
the bud get pro cess as “ex traor di narily
dif fi cult. Gov er nor Strick land and the
Dem o cratic lead er ship in the Ohio
House clearly share our pri or i ties and
goals for Ohio. But with a $3.2 bil lion
def i cit and an Ohio Sen ate lead er ship
team clearly in tent on try ing to make the
gov er nor look bad and will ing to hold
the state hos tage, com pro mises had to be 
reached to get a fi nal bud get.”

There are a few no ta ble bright spots
in HB 1, the State of Ohio's new
two-year op er at ing bud get. “Crit i cal to
many OAPSE mem bers is the de le tion of
lan guage for mer Gov er nor Bob Taft had 
signed into law in HB 66.  Lo cal school
dis tricts will no lon ger be able to uni lat -
er ally ter mi nate school trans por ta tion
em ploy ees and re place them with driv ers 
from pri vate com pa nies. The Governor
and the House Dem o crats had taken this
out of the bud get from day one. The Sen -
ate Re pub li cans stuck the pri vat iza tion
lan guage back in their pro posed plan,
but the Governor and the House lead er -
ship stood with OAPSE mem bers and
made sure the lan guage was not in the fi -
nal bud get,” Weston said.

He noted that at a time when many
other states have been forced to slash ed -
u ca tion spend ing, the fis cal 2010-2011
bud get not only in tro duces his toric re -
forms but also pro vides for in creases to
most school dis tricts through out the

state. “When state fund ing is com bined
with fed eral stim u lus fund ing to Ohio,
school dis tricts will see, on av er age, a 5
per cent in crease. Pub lic ed u ca tion has
been the gov er nor’s pri or ity all along,
and that is re flected in this bud get,” said
Weston, an ac tive par tic i pant in the Gov -
er nor’s work ing groups on ed u ca tion re -
form over the past two years. 

The new bud get will even tu ally in -
crease the state’s share of ed u ca tion
fund ing from 48 per cent to more than 60
per cent when fully implemented, which
will de crease re li ance on the lo cal prop -
erty tax and meet the state con sti tu tional
re quire ments of the DeRolph case. It also 
in tro duces a new fund ing for mula based
on an Ohio Ev i dence Based Model
(OEBM), which tar gets spend ing to ward 
ar eas of proven suc cess and seeks to pro -
vide Ohio stu dents with the skills they
will need to thrive in the world’s fu ture
workforce. 

The Gov er nor and the House lead er -
ship had sought to limit fund ing for char -
ter schools and the state’s voucher
pro gram. How ever, the com pro mise
with Sen ate Re pub li cans re sulted in con -
tin ued full fund ing of char ter schools
and the state’s voucher sys tem. In a vic -
tory for pub lic ed u ca tion, the Gov er nor
and House Dem o crats were able to se -
cure greater char ter school ac count abil -
ity mea sures. The new bud get will
re quire the Ohio De part ment of Ed u ca -
tion to pro vide a per for mance re port card 
for char ter schools in their first year of
op er a tion and ex pand the de part ment’s
over sight of all char ter spon sors. It also
speeds up clo sure of char ter schools with 
poor ac a demic per for mance. In ad di tion, 
two of the Gov er nor’s 61 line item bud -
get ve toes cut off at tempts by voucher
pro po nents and Sen ate Re pub li cans to

expand eligibility and to increase the
maximum award for vouchers. 

Weston noted that with the $3.2 bil -
lion bud get hole, not all OAPSE pri or i -
ties re ceived full fund ing. “This was a
year in which ev ery state pro gram and
de part ment was on the chop ping block –
and some were dras ti cally cut. We were
fight ing for ev ery dol lar and ev ery pro -
gram con nected with OAPSE mem bers
and the peo ple we serve. Un for tu nately,
some cuts im pact OAPSE mem bers in
pub lic li brar ies, MR/DD fa cil i ties and
pub lic pre-school pro grams. In these
cases, we worked closely with the Gov -
er nor and the House lead er ship to limit
the cuts and re store as much fund ing as
pos si ble,” Weston said. “Un for tu nately, 
the Early Learn ing Ini tia tive (ELI) pro -
grams through out the state were elim i -

Un ion Wins Re moval of HB 66 School Bus Driver Pri vat iza tion Lan guage

OAPSE/AFSCME Field Of fice
Has Moved in North west Ohio

The OAPSE/AFSCME To ledo Field Of fice,
serv ing North west Ohio, has moved to a
new lo ca tion. The new ad dress is:

OAPSE/AFSCME To ledo Field Of fice
1910 In dian Wood Cir cle, Suite 201
Maumee, OH   43537

Tele phone num bers have also changed.
Mem bers will be able to reach the To ledo
Field Of fice at:

(419)887-5758 (Local Number)
(800)265-1810 (Toll Free)
(419)887-5759 (Fax)

[Con tin ued on Page 2]
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nated in the bud get through a line-item
veto, but the Gov er nor be lieves that the
chil dren af fected will be cov ered
through other pro grams and fund ing
sources. Clearly, we don’t agree with the 
Gov er nor on this veto. We feel that these
chil dren are better served by OAPSE
mem bers in the ELI pro grams. That’s
why we worked so hard to pro tect these
pro grams and these mem bers in the bud -

get pro cess. So we are very dis ap pointed 
in the line-item veto of these pro grams,”
Weston said. 

An other of the Gov er nor’s ve toes dealt
with the full re place ment of Tan gi ble Per -
sonal Prop erty (TPP) tax con tri bu tions to
school dis tricts and lo cal governments. The
TPP re place ment dol lars were sched uled to
end – which would have cost school dis -
tricts mil lions of dol lars from cor po ra tions.
The new bud get guar an teed con tin ued

With all the talk about health care
re form, it’s hard to tell the truth

from fic tion. Six com mit tees in Con -
gress are work ing on health care bills,
add ing to the con fu sion. But one thing
that is very clear is AFSCME’s com mit -
ment to mak ing sure our mem bers are
pro tected in any bill that passes.

The U.S. House of Rep re sen ta tives
En ergy and Com merce Com mit tee
passed HR3200 in July. While not a per -
fect bill, it goes a long way to ward fix ing 
our health care sys tem. Yet, it has come
un der at tack from the me dia and at town
hall events across the coun try.

In an ef fort to set the re cord straight,
AFSCME and one of its part ners on
health care re form, Health Care for
Amer ica Now, have de vel oped a fact
sheet. It lists the page, the sec tion of the
bill, and the lan guage that is in dis pute. It 
should help clar ify the spe cif ics of
HR3200 and what Pres i dent Obama and
Con gress are try ing to ac com plish. You
can find it on the OAPSE website at
www.oapse.org. 

And for more on health care re form,
visit  www.healthcareforamericanow.org. 
As you re search health care re form and its 
ef fect on OAPSE mem bers, here are
some points to keep in mind. Our un ion
backs health care re form that in cludes:

What's True — and What's Not — About Health Care Reform
T Health care cov er age with out-of-pocket

costs in clud ing pre mi ums, co-pays, and
de duct ibles that are based on a fam ily’s
abil ity to pay for health care and with out
lim its on pay ments for cov ered services. 

T Eq uity in health care ac cess, treat ment,
re search and re sources to peo ple and
com mu ni ties of color, re sult ing in the
elim i na tion of ra cial dis par i ties in health 
out comes and real im prove ment in
health and life ex pec tancy for all. 

T Health cov er age through the larg est
pos si ble pools in or der to achieve
af ford able, qual ity cov er age for the
en tire pop u la tion and to share risk fairly. 

T A watch dog role on all plans, to as sure
that risk is fairly spread among all health
care pay ers and that in sur ers do not turn
peo ple away, raise rates, or drop
cov er age based on a per son’s health
his tory or wrongly de lay or deny care. 

T A choice of doc tors, health pro vid ers, and 

pri vate and pub lic health in sur ance
plans, with out gaps in cov er age or
ac cess and a de liv ery sys tem that meets
the needs of at-risk pop u la tions.

T Af ford able and pre dict able health
costs to busi nesses and em ploy ers. To 
the ex tent that em ploy ers con trib ute to 
the cost of health cov er age, those
pay ments should be re lated to
em ployee wages rather than on a
per-em ployee basis. 

T Ef fec tive cost con trols that pro mote
qual ity, lower ad min is tra tive costs, and 
long term fi nan cial sustainability,
in clud ing: stan dard claims forms,
se cure elec tronic med i cal re cords,
us ing the pub lic’s pur chas ing power to 
in still greater re li ance on ev i dence-
based pro to cols and lower drug and
de vice prices, better man age ment and
treat ment of chronic dis eases, and a
pub lic role in de cid ing where money is
invested in health care. �

fund ing indefinitely. The Gov er nor ve -
toed that sec tion of the plan and com mit -
ted to find ing a more sta ble, work able
so lu tion by the next bud get deadline.

In the mean time, the Cor po rate Ac tiv -
ity Tax (CAT) will con tinue to re place the
loss of those TPP mon ies, elim i nat ing the
bud get holes at the lo cal level. For school
dis tricts, this ap plies through 2013. For lo -
cal gov ern ments, full re place ment dol lars
end as orig i nally pro posed, in 2011. �

OAPSE Ral lies for Health Care Re form
Mem bers of OAPSE from across Ohio joined thou sands of un ion ac tiv ists and oth -

ers work ing for af ford able, ac ces si ble health care for ev ery Amer i can at a rally in
Wash ing ton, D.C., on June 25. They were there to de mand ac tion on health care re form
this year from Con gress. The OAPSE ac tiv ists trav eled to the na tion’s cap i tal by bus
and car to rally and
lobby leg is la tors to pass 
mean ing ful health care
re form in keep ing with
Pres i dent Obama’s plan.

AFSCME is among
the un ions work ing hard 
on the pres i dent’s
health care ini tia tive,
which would guar an -
tee health cov er age for
ev ery Amer i can.

OAPSE will post
up dates and ac tion re -
quests to the website
dur ing the months
ahead, so stay tuned! �

These ac tiv ists from across the state trav eled to the Health Care Rally
in Wash ing ton, D.C. to de mand health care re form. 

T A truly in clu sive and ac ces si ble health
care sys tem in which no one is left out. 

T A choice of a pri vate in sur ance plan,
in clud ing keep ing the in sur ance you
have if you like it, or a pub lic health
in sur ance plan that guar an tees
af ford able cov er age with out a pri vate
in surer middleman. 

T A stan dard for health ben e fits that
cov ers what peo ple need to keep
healthy and to be treated when they
are ill. Health care ben e fits should
cover all nec es sary care, in clud ing
pre ven ta tive ser vices and treat ment
needed by those with se ri ous and
chronic dis eases and conditions. 
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Simmons-Talley Ap pointed to Task Force
One of OAPSE’s long-time lead ers in

Cen tral Ohio has been ap pointed by
Gov er nor Strick land to be a part of the
Ohio Anti-Pov erty Task Force. Betty
Simmons-Talley, or BJ as she is known
through out Lo cal 336 at the Co lum bus
City Schools, was named by the Gov er nor
to the group charged with help ing find an -
swers to the prob lems of pov erty in Ohio.
A bus driver, she is pres i dent of the Co -
lum bus School Em ploy ees As so ci a tion
(CSEA) and is also a mem ber of the
OAPSE State Ex ec u tive Board, rep re sent -
ing the Cen tral Dis trict.

“They brought to gether a won der ful
group of peo ple from all walks of life to
dis cuss prac ti cal so lu tions to the prob lems
of pov erty. It was an awe some hu man i tar -
ian ex pe ri ence, and I thank Gov er nor
Strick land for the op por tu nity to be a part
of it,” said Simmons-Talley. Mem bers of
the task force were se lected from state
agen cies, faith-based and non-profit or ga -
ni za tions, Ohio ans liv ing at or be low 200
per cent of the fed eral pov erty level, busi -
ness and la bor lead ers and anti-pov erty
stake holders from across the state.

Through sev eral com mu nity meet ings,
the group dis cussed the is sues fac ing
work ing fam i lies and the very poor in to -
day’s econ omy. “We found that trans por -
ta tion in ru ral ar eas was one of the things
that cre ated a ma jor prob lem. With no

ment to mak ing
life better for ev -
ery Ohio work -
ing fam ily.
“Over the years,
I have seen BJ
work tire lessly to 
stand up for
those who need a 
strong voice. She 
is al ways there
for her kids on
her bus, for her
mem bers and for ev ery one who is a part of
OAPSE. Now, she has added that strong
voice to a mean ing ful dis cus sion on end ing 
pov erty and help ing our state’s most vul -
ner a ble cit i zens. I com mend her for her
work, and I com mend the Gov er nor for
know ing her value and ap point ing her to
this im por tant group,” Rugola said.

Simmons-Talley said she sees a glim -
mer of hope for the fu ture. “We are
work ing, look ing for so lu tions, and by
God’s grace it can be ac com plished.”
Betty Simmons-Talley has been a bus
driver with the Co lum bus Pub lic Schools 
for 20 years. Her com mit ment to jus tice
and equal ity goes all the way back to the
1960s, when she marched with Dr. Mar -
tin Lu ther King, Jr., from Selma, Al a -
bama, to Mont gom ery, Al a bama, as part
of the civil rights move ment. �

pub lic source of trans por ta tion, how are
peo ple go ing to get to the jobs they need to
be at or the doc tor’s ap point ment that are
out in a dif fer ent county?” said
Simmons-Talley.

She said the meet ings brought up all
kinds of is sues, from how to help peo ple
leav ing pris ons find jobs to the choices
peo ple are forced to make when their in -
come is too low to cover their ex penses.
“The de ci sion some times co mes down to
ei ther you pay your rent and eat or you pay 
your healthcare.”

The task force fo cused on pro vid ing
prac ti cal and re al is tic short and long-term
rec om men da tions on re duc ing pov erty in
Ohio. Twenty-three shorter term rec om -
men da tions were sub mit ted to the Gov er -
nor in Sep tem ber 2008. “We wanted a list
of short-term goals that were rea son able,
work able and could more eas ily be ac com -
plished,” ex plained Simmons-Talley. 

In April of this year, the task force de -
liv ered to the Governor lon ger term rec -
om men da tions. The full re port sug gested 
sev eral ap proaches to re duc ing eco -
nomic dis tress for many Ohio ans, in clud -
ing: im prov ing ac cess to ex ist ing
ser vices, ex pand ing cur rent pro grams,
and cre at ing new op por tu ni ties.

OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola 
praised Simmons-Talley, her role on the
task force, and her un wa ver ing com mit -

Betty (BJ)
Simmons-Talley

School Em ploy ees Have Impact on Health Care Board
OAPSE was in stru men tal in re stor ing 

fund ing for a key state board that is
work ing to pro tect the health care ben e fits 
of school em ploy ees across Ohio. Fund -
ing for the School Em ploy -
ees Health Care Board had
been elim i nated in the first
bud get pro posal to go be fore 
the Con fer ence Com mit tee. 

Chris Hol land, vice pres i -
dent of OAPSE Lo cal 320 at
Or e gon City Schools, was
ap pointed by Gov er nor Ted
Strick land to serve on the
board. “We are do ing im por -
tant work to re duce costs to
em ploy ees and their em ploy -
ers and to en sure qual ity
health care ben e fits to school em ploy ees.
It was just not ac cept able to elim i nate this 
board’s fund ing and our abil ity to com -
plete our mis sion,” Hol land said.

OAPSE Di rec tor of Po lit i cal Ac tion
and Leg is la tive Af fairs Randy Weston
worked with the Ohio House Dem o crats
and the Gov er nor to re store most of the
fund ing to the board. “We were able to

make it clear to Speaker Armond Budish
and to the Gov er nor that the School Em -
ploy ees Health Care Board is help ing
school dis tricts save money while at the

same time en sur ing de cent, af ford able
health care ben e fits for work ing fam i -
lies. So, we got most of the fund ing re -
stored,” Weston said.

Dave Ham il ton, a mem ber of the
OAPSE State Ex ec u tive Board from
East ern Dis trict and a mem ber of Lo cal
003 in the Zanesville City Schools, was
ap pointed by the Sen ate to serve on the

Board’s Ad vi sory Com mit tee. He
stressed the im por tance of the board’s
work and the value to OAPSE mem bers.
“Health care costs are al ways on our

minds be cause they are such a 
key com po nent of any ne go ti -
a tions we have with the em -
ployer. We have to use all the
tools we have to keep costs
down and keep ben e fits strong 
for our mem bers. That’s why
we did n’t want to lose this
fund ing,” Ham il ton said.

Fred McGraw is also a
Sen ate-ap pointed mem ber of 
the Ad vi sory Com mit tee.
For merly OAPSE’s Di rec tor 
of Ed u ca tion and Re search,

McGraw, now re tired, serves as an
OAPSE con sul tant on the key mat ters of
health care and re tire ment. “Chris and
Dave are mak ing a big dif fer ence in
OAPSE’s con tri bu tion to find ing
long-term so lu tions to health care con -
cerns. The res to ra tion of this fund ing
will al low us to con tinue work ing to
achieve our goals,” McGraw said. �

Dave Ham il tonChris tine Hol land Fred McGraw
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Rugola Receives Recognition as “Dem o crat of the Year”
The Ohio Dem o cratic Party (ODP)

has made of fi cial what OAPSE
mem bers have known all along – Joe
Rugola is a leader who gets things done.
At the ODP State Party Din ner, U.S.
Sen a tor Sherrod Brown and Gov er nor
Ted Strick land joined Chair man Chris
Red fern in pre sent ing Joe with the award 
for “Ohio Dem o crat of the Year.” 

“No body, and I mean no body, is
more re spon si ble than Joe for ad vanc -
ing the Dem o cratic cause here in Ohio,”
said Strick land. “Joe worked his heart
out to win the gov er nor ship, take back
the Ohio House, and put Barack Obama
in the White House.  He’s a trusted
friend and vi sion ary leader who never
for gets where he came from.” 

Red fern ech oed that sen ti ment, not -
ing, “Joe is some one you can count on,
no mat ter what.  He’s the heart and soul
of Ohio’s Dem o cratic Party.”

Any OAPSE mem ber could eas ily
cite what Joe Rugola means to Ohio and
to the la bor move ment.  Known for his
ex traor di nary loy alty, Joe in sisted on
con tin u ing as Ex ec u tive Di rec tor of
OAPSE af ter be ing elected Pres i dent of
the Ohio AFL-CIO in 2007. Joe has al -
ways been will ing to go the ex tra mile,
lead ing the way for change. 

Dur ing the pres i den tial cam paign,
Rugola walked 313 miles on foot
through Ohio, stop ping in cit ies and
towns, to hear the sto ries of the state’s
work ing fam i lies, and bring home the
mes sage that a vote for Sen. Barack
Obama would be a vote to leave eight
years of Bush-McCain eco nomic po -

licies be hind and move to change our
coun try for the better. 

“Joe has been there for OAPSE and
for Ohio at our low est points and has led 
the way through. He has helped build
our un ion into the stron gest voice pos si -
ble for pub lic em ploy ees,” added JoAnn
Johntony, OAPSE State Pres i dent.

Re luc tant to be sin gled out, Joe re -
ceived the award by say ing, “Let me ac -
cept this award on be half of the
hard-work ing peo ple of OAPSE. They
are the real heroes who make a dif fer -
ence ev ery day.”

The in scrip tion on the plaque, read by 
Gov er nor Strick land while be ing pre -

sented to Joe, reads as fol lows: “Jo seph
P. Rugola is a tire less, un com pro mis ing
leader for the La bor move ment and for
the Dem o cratic Party. His life long ded i -
ca tion to im prov ing the lives of work ing
fam i lies, his com mit ment to eco nomic
and so cial jus tice, and his op ti mis tic,
can-do spirit em body the core val ues of
our Dem o cratic Party, while his vi sion,
pas sion, and ex traor di nary lead er ship
have built, strength ened and im proved
our Party at all lev els. For his un wa ver -
ing ded i ca tion and for serv ing as an in -
spi ra tion to and ex am ple for us all, the
Ohio Dem o cratic Party pres ents Joe the
2009 Dem o crat of the Year Award.” �

OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola (third from left) was hon ored as the "Dem o crat of the Year" at the
Ohio Dem o cratic Party’s An nual State Din ner in June. Pre sent ing the award to Joe were (left to right)

Gov er nor Ted Strick land, U.S. Sen a tor Sherrod Brown and Ohio Dem o cratic Party Chair man Chris Red fern.

OAPSE Well-Rep re sented in State School Bus Road-E-O

Photo by Nanette Folsom

State Bus Road-E-O Grand
Cham pion Chuck SantaMaria

Four OAPSE mem bers were
among the top 10 fin ish ers in

the State School Bus Driver Safety
Road-E-O, held May 17 in Co lum -
bus. They earned their spots in the
event by plac ing high in their re -
gional Road-E-Os ear lier in the
spring.

Chuck SantaMaria of Or ange
City Schools, Lo cal 561, took first
place at the state event. As the
state’s top fin isher, he qual i fied for
the In ter na tional Road-E-O and
placed 30th there in July. Deb bie
Burns, also of Lo cal 561, fin ished
fourth in the state com pe ti tion.
Steve Dougan, a mem ber of Al ex -
an der Lo cal Schools, Lo cal 525,
was sixth. Janet Weber, a mem ber

Photo by Nanette Folsom

Fourth Place Win ner
Deb bie Burns

of Norton City Schools, Lo cal 167,
was the 10th place finisher.

“Our bus driv ers pride them -
selves on get ting Ohio’s chil dren to 
and from school safely. We know
they are the cream of the crop, but
this just proves it,” said OAPSE
State Pres i dent JoAnn Johntony.

The event is co-spon sored by
OAPSE, the Ohio Ed u ca tion As so ci -
a tion, the Ohio De part ment of Ed u -
ca tion, the Ohio As so ci a tion for
Pu pil Trans por ta tion and the Ohio
School Bus Me chan ics As so ci a tion.
Driv ers took writ ten and ma neu ver -
abil ity tests for their scores.

For a com plete list of state win -
ners, visit the OAPSE website at: 
www.oapse.org. �   
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Or ga niz ing for Power — and Justice!
Af ter a nearly year-long fight, the bus 

mon i tors at Ak ron City Schools
have won the right to be mem bers of
OAPSE. They ini tially tried to or ga nize
a lo cal un ion in June 2008, but the em -
ployer con tested the make-up of the bar -
gain ing unit. OAPSE was forced to take
the case all the way to the State Em ploy -
ment Re la tions Board (SERB) to win
jus tice for these work ers.

“This is a clear il lus tra tion that we
will do what ever it takes to pro tect the
rights of our mem bers – and those who
are try ing to join our un ion. We would
have pre ferred to work this out with the

em ployer, but we were will ing to fight as
long as we had to for these work ers,” said
OAPSE As so ci ate Di rec tor Gary Mar tin.

The 10 bus mon i tors join their
OAPSE broth ers and sis ters in Lo cal 689  
and Lo cal 778.

In the South east Dis trict, the ed u ca -
tional aides, cooks and bus aides at
Ches a peake-Un ion Ex empted Vil lage
Schools have unan i mously voted to join
OAPSE. The 40 work ers are mem bers of 
OAPSE Lo cal 272. They join their
broth ers and sis ters at the school dis trict,
who work in var i ous clas si fi ca tions and
are mem bers of OAPSE Lo cal 275. �

OAPSE Announces 
Staff Changes
OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe

Rugola has an nounced staff
changes that “will strengthen our un -
ion’s abil ity to pro vide im por tant ser -
vices to our 39,000 mem bers and al low
us to ex pand our or ga niz ing ef forts to
build an even stron ger in sti tu tion.”

Larry Malone 
has been named
Di rec tor of Ed u -
ca tion. He is tak -
ing on that role
af ter the re tire -
ment of Fred
McGraw, who
had served as
Di rec tor of Ed u -
ca tion and Re -
search. McGraw
will re main with
OAPSE as a
con sul tant on the key is sues of re tire ment
and health care. In his new role, Malone
will teach the OAPSE In sti tutes, which
in clude: Lead er ship, Of fi cers, Col lec tive
Bar gain ing, Griev ance Stew ard and
Health In sur ance.

He grad u ated from The Ohio State
Uni ver sity with a bach e lor’s de gree in po -
lit i cal sci ence. He pre vi ously worked as an 
OAPSE Field Representative. “I’m look -
ing for ward to con tin u ing to work with
OAPSE mem bers and help to ed u cate our
lead ers and ac tiv ists on is sues im por tant
to them,” Malone said. 

Dave Adam will be step ping up as a
Field Rep re sen ta tive in the Cen tral Re -
gion. Adam has spent the last nine years
as OAPSE's Co or di na tor of Or ga niz ing.
A long-time un ion em ployee, his pre vi -
ous ex pe ri ence in cludes 20 years with
the Bak ery, Con fec tion ery, To bacco
Work ers, and Grain Mill ers (BCTGM)
In ter na tional Un ion. “I think my or ga -
niz ing ex pe ri ence will be a real as set in
work ing with our Lo cal un ions and rep -
re sent ing our mem bers at the bar gain ing 
ta ble and in griev ance and ar bi tra tion
hear ings,” Adam said.

Brian Beallor has joined OAPSE as the
Co or di na tor of Or ga niz ing. He re cently
earned a mas ter’s de gree in la bor re la tions
from Kent State Uni ver sity. “Be ing raised
in a un ion fam ily, I truly value or ga nized
la bor and what mem ber ship in a un ion
means for work ing fam i lies,” Beallor said.

“I know our State Ex ec u tive Board
and staff join me in con grat u lat ing Larry,
Dave and Brian. Their work will be a real 
as set to our un ion,” Rugola said. �

Larry Malone
Di rec tor of Ed u ca tion

Lo cal 302 Wins Con tract Dispute
Local 302’s fight for jus tice has paid

off with a set tle ment with the War ren
County Board of MRDD that sends a clear 
mes sage that OAPSE con tract lan guage
must be fol lowed. The Lo cal and the board 
had ne go ti ated lan guage that guar an teed
the un ion pres i dent a seat on the joint
health in sur ance com mit tee. The board
had in de pend ently re moved Lo cal 302
Pres i dent Tina Vance from the com mit tee
and re placed her with an em ployee who
had sought to decertify the un ion. 

OAPSE took ac tion and filed an Un fair
La bor Prac tice (ULP) charge with the
State Em ploy ment Re la tions Board
(SERB) to chal lenge the con tract vi o la -
tion. The un ion’s le gal de part ment won a
set tle ment that re turns Vance to the com -
mit tee and re moves the hos tile em ployee.
The em ployer ad mit ted the con tract vi o la -
tion and pledged to fol low the con tract lan -

guage in the fu ture.  The board also agreed
to bar gain in good faith with OAPSE on
all man da tory sub jects of col lec tive bar -
gain ing. As a re sult of the win, OAPSE has 
with drawn the ULP with SERB.

“This is ex actly what we wanted from 
the em ployer – a pub lic ac knowl edg -
ment that they can not vi o late our con -
tract. I look for ward to con tin u ing to
serve Lo cal 302 mem bers as an ac tive
mem ber of the in sur ance com mit tee,”
Vance said. She thanked OAPSE for
“giv ing our Lo cal ev ery thing we needed to 
get this vic tory and send this mes sage that
our con tract can not be ig nored. That’s
why we be long to the stron gest, best pub lic 
sec tor un ion in the state. Even though we
are a small lo cal, we have the sup port of
39,000 of our broth ers and sis ters when
we have a chal lenge like this, and that
made the dif fer ence in this case.” �

Rock Hill Cel e brates Ar bitration Win 
In a move that pro tected OAPSE jobs

and a strong OAPSE con tract, Lo cal
252 mem bers of the Rock Hill Lo cal
School Dis trict have won a vic tory in a
dis pute with man age ment over con tract -
ing out bar gain ing unit work.

The em ployer had at tempted to pri -
vat ize some land scap ing work dur ing the 
sum mer of 2008, but the move clearly
vi o lated the un ion con tract and was in
con tra dic tion to past prac tice at the
school dis trict. Work ers who in the past
had been of fered sum mer land scap ing
work were not go ing to watch that work
given away to a pri vate firm, and the un -
ion filed a griev ance.

OAPSE took the case all the way to
ar bi tra tion. In find ing for the un ion, the

ar bi tra tor ruled that the em ployer had not 
acted in good faith and that it vi o lated
the con tract when it se ri ously weak ened
the op por tu nity of em ploy ees to work
dur ing the sum mer. The school dis trict
was or dered to pay the em ploy ees and to
work with the un ion to de ter mine the
amount they are owed.

“This is a big win for the em ploy ees
who missed out on this work,” said Lo -
cal Pres i dent Lena Dawson. “But just as
im por tant is the clear de ci sion from the
ar bi tra tor that the em ployer can not ig -
nore our con tract. Ne go ti ated lan guage
must be fol lowed by both par ties, and
when the em ployer chooses not to do
that, we take ac tion to pro tect our mem -
bers.” �
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2010 OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar ships
The  OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar ship

Foun da tion, Inc. will award fi nan cial as sis tance to de -
serv ing stu dents again this year. To be el i gi ble, an
ap pli cant must be a grad u at ing high school se nior
and the daugh ter and/or son of an ac tive OAPSE
mem ber or Le gal Guard ian. The ap pli cant must in -
tend to en roll in a full-time de gree pro gram of an
ac cred ited col lege, uni ver sity or busi ness/tech ni cal

school and must en ter the fall term fol low ing the
grant ing of the schol ar ship. The schol ar ships may be 
used for any field of study. 

Re quests for ap pli ca tions or in for ma tion re gard -
ing the OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar ships
must be made by the ac tive OAPSE mem ber by
com plet ing the mail ing la bel and send ing it to the ad -
dress listed be low. In for ma tion and ap pli ca tions may

also be down loaded in No vem ber from the un ion's
website at: www.oapse.org. Click "Ben e fits of Mem -
ber ship," then "OAPSE and AFSCME Schol ar ships."  
Com pleted ap pli ca tions with all nec es sary sup port ive 
doc u men ta tion must be sent in one en ve lope and
post marked  no later than March 1, 2010. The
Schol ar ship Com mit tee will meet in April, 2010 to se -
lect the win ners. �

OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar ship Com mit tee

ATTN:  Mary Beth Thomp son, Chairperson

6805 Oak Creek Drive, Co lum bus, OH 43229-1591

E

PLEASE DELIVER TO:  (Please print in for ma tion clearly on the mail ing la bel.)

Mem ber's Name __________________________________________  Lo cal # ___________

Ad dress ___________________________________________________________________

City, State & ZIP_____________________________________________________________

OAPSE Wins Back ground Check Battle
OAPSE won a ma jor bat tle to pro -

tect the rights of school em ploy ees
who un der Ohio law must sub mit to
back ground checks.

The back ground checks were a re sult
of leg is la tion passed in the Ohio Sen ate
dur ing the last ses sion of the Gen eral As -
sem bly. The law was tar geted at teach -
ers, but at the last min ute was ex panded
to in clude all school em ploy ees.

“In the ory, the law’s in tent was to
keep school chil dren safe. How ever,
when back ground checks were ini tially
per formed un der the law, we saw some of
our mem bers who had been on the job for 
10 or 20 years ter mi nated be cause they
made mis takes in their youth,” said
Randy Weston, OAPSE Di rec tor of Po lit -
i cal Ac tion and Leg is la tive Af fairs.
“These were good, hard-work ing em -
ploy ees, and in many cases, man age ment
told us they did n’t want to ter mi nate them
but were left with no choice be cause of
the leg is la tion,” he said.

OAPSE was suc cess ful in get ting the
State School Board to rec og nize that not
all of the charges that show up on back -
ground checks should be au to matic
non-re ha bil i ta tive of fenses that cause
im me di ate ter mi na tion of em ploy ment
or per ma nently bar an in di vid ual from
be ing hired as a school em ployee. “The
prob lem oc curred when the State School 
Board failed to set up the rec om men da -
tions for the De part ment of Ed u ca tion
for the rules of re ha bil i ta tion,” Weston
said.  “So lo cal school dis tricts did not
have stan dards they could use to de ter -

mine whether or not an em ployee was or
could be re ha bil i tated and kept on the
job or hired as a new em ployee.”

OAPSE worked with the State School
Board, the Ohio De part ment of Ed u ca tion 
and the Joint Com mit tee on Agency Rule
Re view (JCARR) to reach a rem edy.
Now, 25 of the less se ri ous and less
threat en ing of fenses that would have
been au to matic disqualifiers are ones
from which a non-li censed school em -
ployee can be re ha bil i tated, al low ing peo -
ple to stay on the job or be newly hired if
all re ha bil i ta tive re quire ments are met. 

OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe
Rugola said the changes will have
far-reach ing ef fects for OAPSE mem -
bers with out jeop ar diz ing the safety of a
sin gle pub lic school stu dent. “This re -
ally came down to the ques tion of
whether a per son who has been a val ued
em ployee and con trib uted to the suc cess
of the or ga ni za tion should be pe nal ized
with the loss of their job be cause of an
of fense – such as theft – that oc curred a
de cade or two ago,” Rugola stressed.
The new reg u la tions, he said, will not put 
re cently con victed in di vid u als in our
schools, “but will per mit schools to hire
or con tinue to em ploy oth er wise re spon -
si ble adults who may have made a mis -
take.”

“Now,” Weston said, “school dis tricts 
will eval u ate lo cally within the man dated
rules for re ha bil i ta tion. This is a much
better so lu tion that will work for ev ery -
one. This is how gov ern ment is sup posed
to work for the ben e fit of all.” �  

SERS Saves Nearly $24
Mil lion in Pre scrip tion
Drug Costs

Ac tion by OAPSE-en dorsed board
mem bers of the School Em ploy -

ees Re tire ment Sys tem (SERS) has led
to the sav ings of nearly $24 mil lion in
pre scrip tion drug costs. By switch ing
to Ex press Scripts, the sys tem saved
$23.9 mil lion. SERS moved to Ex press 
Scripts from Medco.

The larg est sav ings came from in -
creas ing the Ge neric Fill Rate from
62.3 per cent to 70.6 per cent. Get ting
better pric ing saved $5.3 mil lion, and
re bates put an other $3.16 mil lion in the 
fund.

To help re duce drug costs even
more, the SERS board ap proved
chang ing SERS’ pre scrip tion drug
plan to cover some over-the-coun ter
(OTC) pre scrip tions at lower co-pay -
ment rates. This change goes into ef -
fect Jan u ary 1, 2010. �
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Matt Adam
Matt is the son of Tommy
Sue Adam, New ark City
Schools, Lo cal 190. He
will be at tend ing The
Ohio State Uni ver sity
(New ark Branch) and
plans to ma jor in Po lit i cal
Sci ence.

Mir iam Bonam
Mir iam re ceived the
Janet Led ger Me mo rial
Schol ar ship. She is the
daugh ter of Larry Bonam, 
Osnaburg Lo cal Schools, 
Lo cal 031. She will at tend 
Malone Uni ver sity  to ma -
jor in Nurs ing Ther apy.

Ishani Peteya
Ishani re ceived the Doug
Murdock Me mo rial Schol -
ar ship. Ishani, daugh ter of
An nie Peteya, Lakewood
City Schools, Lo cal 129, will 
attend the Uni ver sity of
Dayton to ma jor in Chem is -
try/Secondary Ed u ca tion. 

Callie Clark
Callie is the daugh ter of 
Barbara Clark, Buck eye
Lo cal Schools, Lo cal 373. 
Her plans are to at tend
Wheeling Je suit Uni ver sity
where she will study to
be come an An es the si ol -
o gist.

Miranda Allen
Miranda is the daugh ter
of Michelle Allen,
Norwalk City Schools,
Lo cal 269. She will be
at tend ing Walsh Uni ver -
sity where she plans to
ma jor in Phys i cal Ther -
apy.

Joshua Chadima
Joshua re ceived the Pete
Chris to pher Me mo rial
Schol ar ship. He is the son
of Lori Chadima, Wood -
ridge Lo cal Schools, Lo cal
544. He will at tend Mt. Un -
ion Col lege  to  ma jor in
Ed u ca tion.

Lauren Purdy
Lauren is the daugh ter of
Cheryl Purdy, Me dina
City Schools, Lo cal 305.
She will at tend Bowl ing
Green State Uni ver sity to
ma jor in In te rior De sign.

Kevin Knight
Kevin is the son of
Jennifer Knight, Berlin-
Mi lan Lo cal Schools, Lo -
cal 350. He  will attend
The Ohio State Uni ver sity 
where he plans to ma jor
in Math e mat ics.

Katlyn Conkle
Katlyn is the daugh ter of
Analee Conkle, Kenton
City Schools, Lo cal 344.
She will be at tend ing the
Uni ver sity of To ledo and
is plan ning to ma jor in
Phys i cal Ther apy.

Courtney Fer gu son
Courtney, daugh ter of
Gary Fer gu son, Scioto
Val ley Lo cal Schools,
Lo cal 013, will at tend
Shaw nee State Uni ver -
sity and plans to ma jor
in Phys i cal Ther apy.

Memorial Scholarships of $1,500 Each Awarded 

Ra chel Harris
Ra chel is the  daugh ter of 
Darlene Har ris, Edge-
wood City Schools
Custodians, Lo cal 679.
She will at tend the Uni -
ver sity of Cincinnati to
ma jor in In te rior De sign.

Mike Escobar
Mike re ceived the Mary
Manuel Trib ute Schol ar ship. 
Son of Damon Escobar,
Kettering City Schools, Lo -
cal 573, he will at tend the
Uni ver sity of Cincinnati to
study in the medical field.

Ste phen Grim

Ste phen, son of Janie Grim 
Smith, South-West ern City
Schools, Lo cal 211, was
named the first re cip i ent
of the Lianne Vernell Me -
mo rial Schol ar ship. He
plans to at tend The Ohio
State Uni ver sity to study
Film and ma jor in Ed u ca -
tion.

Un ion Plus Awards for Members and Children
OAPSE Lo cal 273 mem -

ber Ca thy Kron has been
awarded a $750 schol ar ship
from Un ion Plus. A teach ing
as sis tant at For est Hills Lo cal
Schools, she is fur ther ing her
ed u ca tion in the field of med i -
cal as sist ing. She is par tic u -
larly grate ful for her un ion
con tract lan guage. “The health 
care ben e fit is hugely im por -
tant to all mem bers,” she said.
“And my un ion has def i nitely
come through for me by open -
ing the doors to op por tu nity
and a better fu ture.”

An em ployee in the Co lum -
bus City Schools and mem ber
of OAPSE Lo cal 518, Debora

Wallace-Wood has won a $750
schol ar ship to com plete her
“dream de ferred.” Wallace-
Wood is work ing to ward a de -
gree in Early Child hood Ed u ca -
tion and even tu ally wants to
pur sue a mas ter’s de gree in In te -
grated Teach ing and Learn ing.
She and her hus band are mem -
bers, and “we both rec og nize
the im por tance of our un ion
when it co mes to job se cu rity
and ne go ti at ing con tracts.”

Kelley Smith, son of
Edgewood City Schools, Lo cal
679 mem ber Randall Smith, was
awarded a $1,500 schol ar ship. He 
will con tinue his ed u ca tion at
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. 

Erik Culross, son of Maple -
ton Lo cal Schools, Lo cal 348
mem ber San dra Culross, was
awarded a $750 schol ar ship.
Erik is pur su ing an en gi neer ing 
de gree at Cleve land State Uni -
ver sity.

Sharon Vanhoose, a mem -
ber of Hilliard City Schools,
Lo cal 310, re cently was se -
lected to re ceive a “Un ion
Plus Driver Train ing Grant”
of $250. The grant was pro -
vided by the Un ion Plus Auto
In sur ance pro gram, of fered
through AIG. The amount is
in tended to re im burse some
ex penses of a safe driver train -
ing pro gram. �
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OAPSE/AFSCME STATE OFFICE
6805 Oak Creek Drive, Co lum bus, OH 43229-1591
(614)890-4770 / (800)78-OAPSE / (800)786-2773

OAPSE/AFSCME FIELD OFFICES
Ath ens Field Of fice
88 North Plains Road, Suite 3, The Plains, OH  45780-1160
(740)797-3090 / (888)594-3221

Can ton/Ak ron Field Of fice (Belden Vil lage Tower)
4450 Belden Vil lage Street NW, Suite 306, Can ton, OH 44718
(330)492-8894 / (800)422-1456

Cleve land Area Field Of fice
3690 Or ange Place, Suite 550, Beachwood, OH 44122-4438
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The Un ion Plus Schol ar ship program, spon sored by the Un ion Plus Ed u ca tion Foun -
da tion, helps un ion mem bers and their fam i lies de fray the cost of higher ed u ca tion. 

Since 1992, the pro gram has awarded over $2.4 mil lion to de serv ing stu dents.
Cur rent and re tired mem bers of our un ion, their spouses, and their de pend ent chil -

dren (as de fined un der IRS reg u la tions) are el i gi ble. Mem bers must have at least one
year of con tin u ous good-stand ing mem ber ship in AFSCME in or der for spouses and de -
pend ents to be el i gi ble. Mem bers do not have to pur chase any Un ion Plus pro gram
prod uct or par tic i pate in any Un ion Plus pro grams to ap ply for the schol ar ship. Schol ar -
ship awards are not based upon par tic i pa tion in a Un ion Plus Pro gram. 

The amount of the award ranges be tween $500 and $4,000. This is a one-time cash
award sent to in di vid ual win ners for study be gin ning in the fall of the same year. 

The schol ar ship pro gram is open to stu dents at tend ing or plan ning to at tend an
ac cred ited col lege or uni ver sity, a com mu nity col lege or a rec og nized tech ni cal or
trade school. Grad u ate stu dents are el i gi ble. Ap pli cants for schol ar ships are eval u -
ated ac cord ing to ac a demic abil ity, so cial aware ness, fi nan cial need and ap pre ci a -
tion of la bor. All re quire ments must be met in or der for the ap pli ca tion to be
con sid ered. 

Mem bers can down load the Un ion Plus Schol ar ship ap pli ca tion form at:
http://www.afscme.org/mem bers/882.cfm.

Com pleted ap pli ca tions with all re quired ma te ri als must be post marked no later
than Jan u ary 31, 2010. Mail to: Un ion Plus Ed u ca tion Foun da tion, c/o Un ion Priv i lege,
P.O. Box 34800, Wash ing ton, D.C. 20043-4800. Only schol ar ship re cip i ents will be no ti -
fied. These no ti fi ca tions will be sent on May 31, 2010. �

Un ion Plus Schol ar ships 
Available for 2010

2010 AFSCME Fam ily
Schol ar ship Pro gram

The AFSCME Fam ily Schol ar ship Pro gram is avail able to
any grad u at ing high school se nior who is a daugh ter, son or

fi nan cially de pend ent grand child of an ac tive or re tired AFSCME
mem ber, and an ap pli cant to an ac cred ited col lege or uni ver sity
and sub se quently ac cepted full-time stu dent in a four-year de -
gree pro gram. The schol ar ship may be used for any field of
study. Ten (10) schol ar ships of $2,000 each will be awarded.
Once awarded, the schol ar ship will be re newed for $2,000 each
year, for a max i mum of four years, pro vided the stu dent re mains
en rolled in a full-time course of study.

To re quest an ap pli ca tion or to down load the ap pli ca tion,
go to: http://www.afscme.org/mem bers/880.cfm. Make sure
your com pleted ap pli ca tion, with all sup port ing doc u men ta -
tion (es say, tran scripts, let ters of rec om men da tion, SAT or
ACT scores, proof of AFSCME mem ber ship, etc.) is mailed
to gether in one en ve lope and post marked no later than
De cem ber 31, 2009 to: 

AFSCME Fam ily Schol ar ship Pro gram
ATTN:  AFSCME Advantage
1625 L Street NW
Wash ing ton, DC 20036  

The win ners will be an nounced by March 31, 2010. �
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