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Kasich, Re pub li cans Tar get OAPSE
Mem bers, Mid dle Class Work ers
Sen ate Bill 5 Guts Ohio’s Col lec tive Bar gain ing Law, 
Strips Pub lic Em ploy ees of Ba sic Work place Rights

In a di rect at tack on the mid dle class
and low-wage work ers who pro vide

crit i cal pub lic ser vices across Ohio,
Re pub li can leg is la tors and Gov er nor
Kasich have un leashed a leg is la tive
agenda that clearly fa vors the rich and
pun ishes pub lic em ploy ees and our
un ions. One of the most harm ful
mea sures is Sen ate Bill 5 (SB5),
in tro duced by Sen. Shan non Jones and
cham pi oned by Kasich. The bill passed
the Ohio Sen ate 17-16, was amended in
the Ohio House of Rep re sen ta tives and
was signed by the gov er nor. The
mea sure guts Ohio’s col lec tive
bar gain ing law and strips pub lic
em ploy ees of ba sic rights such as the

abil ity to bar gain over safe work ing
con di tions. (For a look at how SB5 spe cif i cally
tar gets OAPSE mem bers, see the box on this page
and a related article on Page 3.)

“That is on top of tak ing away our
right to strike, mak ing it eas ier to pri vat -
ize our jobs, strip ping our abil ity to
bar gain over health care and dras ti cally
re duc ing se nior ity as a con sid er ation at
lay off time,” said OAPSE State Pres i -
dent JoAnn Johntony. “Kasich and the
Re pub li can leg is la tors ran on a plat form 
of cre at ing jobs, but Sen ate Bill 5 does
noth ing to cre ate a sin gle job in this
state. This is noth ing more than po lit i cal

Join ing Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola at the wit ness ta ble were Mary Ann Lape and Con nie Combs of Lit tle Mi ami
Schools, Betty Simmons Talley of Co lum bus City Schools, Mark Har ring ton of Hilliard City Schools, State Pres i dent
JoAnn Johntony, Mark Bailey of Kings Lo cal Schools and Lois Car son and Lottie Goshay of Co lum bus City Schools.

(Con tin ued on Page 2)

What Does Senate
Bill 5 Mean?
! SB5 says we can not strike. If we

do, we can be ar rested and jailed,
fined and docked twice our wages. 

! SB5 says no re stric tions can be
placed on an em ployer’s abil ity to
pri vat ize or sub con tract
non-teach ing ser vices – mak ing it
much eas ier to pri vat ize or
sub con tract out our jobs. 

! SB5 re moves health in sur ance
from col lec tive bar gain ing and
man dates that we pay at least 15
per cent of any health care
pre mium. 

! SB5 dra mat i cally re stricts the
top ics which can be bar gained with 
em ploy ers and says we ab so lutely
can not bar gain over health care
plans and pri vat iza tion and
sub con tract ing lan guage. The
em ployer is pro hib ited from pay ing 
any of the em ployee share of
pension costs.

! SB5 says the em ployer no lon ger
has to use se nior ity only when
lay ing off em ploy ees, and we can
no lon ger bar gain over how RIFs
are im ple mented.  
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pay back and a di rect at tack on work -
ers,” Johntony said.

Johntony and the of fi cers, ex ec u tive
board and staff of OAPSE have been
reach ing out to ac tiv ists and mem bers to
talk about SB5 and its con se quences.
The out reach is pay ing off with “an en -
ergy level we have not seen in quite some 
time,” said Randy Weston, OAPSE di -
rec tor of po lit i cal ac tion and leg is la tive
af fairs. He said the State house has been
packed on sev eral oc ca sions by OAPSE
mem bers, teach ers, firefighters, po lice
of fi cers, nurses and lo cal gov ern ment
work ers who are an gry about SB5. “All
to gether, tens of thou sands of work ers
and their fam i lies have ral lied out side
and in side the State Capitol. I’ve been a
reg u lar there since 1990, when I first
was elected as a state rep re sen ta tive,
and I have never seen any thing like
this,” Weston said.

OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola 
tes ti fied be fore the Sen ate In sur ance,
Com merce and La bor Com mit tee in firm
op po si tion to the bill. Flanked by OAPSE
rank-and-file mem bers who per form valu -
able pub lic ser vices ev ery day, Rugola told 
law mak ers, “Un ion mem bers did not
cause the eco nomic col lapse that has un -
der mined pub lic bud gets and now
pro vides the ex cuse some would use to fur -
ther their as sault on the Amer i can mid dle
class. Wall Street bro ker ages, in vest ment
bank ers and ob scenely com pen sated
CEO’s wrecked our econ omy. They
should be called to ac count.”

Rugola pointed out that, “OAPSE’s
mem bers are the faces Ohio ans en coun -
ter in our com mu ni ties ev ery day. We are 
school sec re tar ies and class room aides.

(Con tin ued from Cover Page)

ment for OAPSE mem bers, who rely on
School Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem
(SERS) pen sions which av er age about
$900 per month."

Rugola joined other lead ers and ex -
perts from or ga nized la bor in call ing on
the Ohio Leg is la ture and the gov er nor to
stop tar get ing the mid dle class and in -
stead fo cus on cre at ing qual ity jobs in
Ohio that will fuel the tax base and help
solve our bud get def i cit.

“De priv ing the peo ple who sus tain
ed u ca tion and our pub lic ser vices the
right to a voice in their work ing lives will 
fix noth ing and will only ac cel er ate the
race to the bot tom –a race we re fuse to
run.”  �

More than 15,000 Ohio ans – many of them pub lic em ploy ees and un ion mem bers – 
packed the in side and out side of the State house dur ing a ma jor rally to pro test Sen ate Bill 5.

The bill guts the state’s pub lic em ployee col lec tive bar gain ing law.

OAPSE mem bers and other pub lic em ploy ees packed the Ohio State house Atrium mul ti ple times to hear tes ti mony on Sen ate Bill 5. Firefighters, po lice, nurses, teach ers,
state em ploy ees, lo cal gov ern ment work ers, school em ploy ees and those that help the el derly and dis abled joined in sol i dar ity at ral lies and pro tests. 

We keep our buses safe, drive our chil -
dren to school, feed them break fast and
lunch and keep our build ings clean.

”OAPSE mem bers work with our most
vul ner a ble cit i zens – chil dren and the dis -
abled. We are there when par ents can not
be, and we take our re spon si bil ity very se ri -
ously. We re spond with hard work,
ded i ca tion and a com mit ment to ex cel lence.

“In re turn, we ask for fair ness and
dig nity on the job, and we have achieved
that through col lec tive bar gain ing.” The 
av er age wage for OAPSE mem bers,
noted Rugola, is just un der $24,000 per
year, a very dif fi cult amount with which
to raise a fam ily. 

“And life does not get eas ier in re tire -
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Sen ate Bill 5 is
Amended, Passed
and Signed by
Governor Kasich

Re pub li cans on the House Com merce
and La bor Com mit tee in tro duced a

435-page sub sti tute bill to Sen ate Bill 5.
Un for tu nately, they gave it to mem bers of 
the me dia, but not to any of the
Dem o crats on the com mit tee. Then they
called for a vote. When the Dem o crats
said they had not even seen the bill, they
were given cop ies and asked to vote. The
Dem o crats re fused, and the com mit tee
re cessed for a cou ple of hours. How ever,
that af ter noon, the Re pub li cans on the
com mit tee voted to send the Sub sti tute
Bill to the full House of Rep re sen ta tives,
where it passed (53-44).

Be cause of the sub stan tial changes
(bulleted be low), the bill went back to
the Sen ate, was ap proved 17-16 and was
signed by Gov er nor Kasich.

The bot tom line is that the bill is even
worse than the amended ver sion of SB5
that passed by one vote in the Sen ate.

$ The sub sti tute bill elim i nates fair
share – which means those non-mem -
bers who work next to you and en joy
all the wages and ben e fits you help
bar gain will no lon ger have to pay
their “fair share” but will con tinue to
reap the re wards of hav ing a un ion.

$ The sub sti tute bill says that in a dis -
pute with the em ployer, the par ties
will ac cept the last best of fer of the
em ployer. Why bother bar gain ing?

$ The sub sti tute bill ad dresses “per for -
mance-based pay” and says the state
school board, con trolled by Re pub li -
cans and Kasich ap point ees, will write
the lan guage that school boards use to
de ter mine per for mance re views.

These anti-worker pro vi sions are in
ad di tion to the bul let points on the Cover 
Page.  �

Takin’ It to the People - A Citizen's Veto!
What We Have Done and What’s Next for Sen ate Bill 5 

In the wake of Sen ate Bill 5’s
in tro duc tion, OAPSE took ac tion to

ed u cate our mem bers and help spread
the word across Ohio about what its
pas sage means for mid dle class fam i lies.
As a re sult, OAPSE mem bers have made 
thou sands of calls to Ohio sen a tors and
state rep re sen ta tives in op po si tion to
Sen ate Bill 5 (SB5). Hun dreds of new
ac tiv ists have signed up to be part of our
email alert sys tem. And OAPSE’s video
mes sages and au to mated phone calls
have been ea gerly re ceived by nearly
30,000 of our mem bers, who re sponded
by pass ing the in for ma tion on to friends,
rel a tives and co work ers.

“Our mes sage is get ting out, and
Ohio ans over whelm ingly agree that
Sen ate Bill 5 is a bad piece of leg is la tion
that is un fair and tar gets the mid dle
class. It has helped make Gov er nor
Kasich very un pop u lar across the
state,” noted OAPSE As so ci ate Di rec tor 
Gary Mar tin.

“We will need to keep our en ergy up
as we start the next phase of our cam -
paign against Sen ate Bill 5 – the
ref er en dum that we will put on the bal lot
this fall,” Mar tin said.

Ohio law gives vot ers the op por tu nity 
to over turn leg is la tion, “and that is what
we are go ing to do with Sen ate Bill 5,”
said Randy Weston, di rec tor of po lit i cal
ac tion and leg is la tive af fairs. 

Weston said the ref er en dum pro cess
could not be gin un til Sen ate Bill 5
passed the leg is la ture and was signed by
Kasich. 

The first step to over turn ing the law is
to col lect a few thou sand sig na tures to be
filed with the Ohio Sec re tary of State. That 
ac tion is the first step that will ul ti mately
stop the leg is la tion from go ing into ef fect
un til af ter the ref er en dum pro cess. 

“Once we get the bal lot lan guage
and have ev ery thing set with the Sec re -
tary of State, we will be gin the re ally
hard work of col lect ing as many as
500,000 sig na tures across Ohio to get
the ref er en dum on the bal lot in No vem -
ber. Turn ing in those half a mil lion
'good' sig na tures will trig ger a 'stay' on
the leg is la tion and keep it from be com -
ing ef fec tive. OAPSE mem bers will play
a huge part in this and will have to work
quickly as we will have a pretty small
win dow – a few weeks – to get the job
done,” Weston said. 

Only reg is tered vot ers can sign the
ref er en dum, so “it is im por tant to start
check ing now to make sure ev ery one you 
know is reg is tered with the lo cal board
of elec tions,” he stressed.

Sev eral un ions, in clud ing AFSCME’s
other Ohio af fil i ates, teach ers, fire fight -
ers, po lice of fi cers, nurses, uni ver sity
pro fes sors and many oth ers, will be join -
ing OAPSE in the ref er en dum fight.  �

Now is the Time for Ac tion!
By now, you should have heard from an OAPSE staff mem ber about
how you can help with the ref er en dum to over turn Sen ate Bill 5. But in
case we missed you, check out the in for ma tion be low.

Only reg is tered vot ers can sign ref er en dum pe ti tions to per ma nently
kill the leg is la tion, so make sure your reg is tra tion in for ma tion is cur rent
and that all your co-work ers, friends, rel a tives and neigh bors are reg is -
tered with their lo cal boards of elec tion. 

You can find a voter reg is tra tion form on page 7 of the OAPSE News or
at http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/.

Also, visit the AFSCME Ohio website at www.ohafscme.org  to sign up
to be a pe ti tion circulator. We need hun dreds of thou sands of reg is tered 
vot ers to sign. We will con tact you, train you, and pro vide the pe ti tions.
Watch for in for ma tion from your OAPSE staff.

Fight On!
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Voter ID Bill Tar gets Poor, Mi nor i ties,
El derly and Stu dents
Leg is la tion be ing fast-tracked

through the Ohio Gen eral As sem bly 
would limit vot ing rights to those with
gov ern ment-is sued IDs, such as driver’s
li censes, state iden ti fi ca tion cards,
mil i tary IDs and pass ports. House Bill
159 would mean vot ers could no lon ger
show bank state ments or util ity bills as
proof of res i dence.

Some in de pend ent or ga ni za tions es ti -
mate as many as 800,000 Ohio ans could
be kept away from the polls as a re sult of
the mea sure. “This leg is la tion tar gets
mi nor ity vot ers, the dis abled, stu dents,
the el derly and the poor, who are typ i -
cally the vot ers who pres ent al ter na tive
forms of ID to vote,” said OAPSE Ex ec -
u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola.

“This is just an other ex am ple of the
Re pub li can agenda of try ing to con cen -
trate more power and wealth into fewer

and fewer hands. Keep ing folks from
vot ing lim its their power and their voice. 
It is sim ply un ac cept able,” Rugola said.

Randy Weston, di rec tor of po lit i cal
ac tion and leg is la tive af fairs, said it is
also trou bling that HB 159 is mov ing so
rap idly and with out in put from af fected
groups. “This bill is fly ing through the
leg is la ture. What’s the rush? Why not
fully ex am ine such a crit i cal piece of leg -
is la tion that will af fect so many,”
Weston said, “es pe cially when no ev i -
dence of wide spread voter fraud ex ists.”

Ac cord ing to elec tions ex perts and
of fi cials, cur rent law ad e quately ad -
dresses voter fraud, which sim ply does
not oc cur of ten. For ex am ple, in Frank lin 
County, the last known case hap pened in 
2008 and was dis cov ered by the board of 
elec tions right away.

“The bot tom line is we don’t need this 

bill. And we don’t need the Re pub li can
leg is la ture lim it ing vot ing rights when
they should be spend ing time cre at ing
jobs,” Weston said.  �

Kasich Bud get Slashes Fund ing for All Crit i cal Pub lic Ser vices
Cuts Will Touch Ev ery OAPSE Mem ber and Ohio ans We Serve 

Gov er nor Kasich’s bud get cuts
fund ing to pub lic ed u ca tion, early

child hood ed u ca tion, de vel op men tal
dis abil i ties, li brar ies and higher
ed u ca tion, af fect ing ev ery mem ber
rep re sented by OAPSE. The bud get cuts
$2.1billion in ed u ca tion funds over two
years, in clud ing a de crease of 11.5
per cent in 2012 and 4.9 per cent in 2013.

The gov er nor also in cludes ed u ca tion 
pol icy changes that in clude lift ing the
cap on char ter schools and ex pand ing
the EdChoice schol ar ships and dou bling
the num ber of vouch ers to 28,000 in
2012 and to 56,000 in 2013.

“This, of course, means that pub lic
ed u ca tion dol lars will go to for-profit
groups that in many cases con trib uted
sig nif i cantly to this gov er nor and his po -
lit i cal party,” said Randy Weston,
OAPSE di rec tor of po lit i cal ac tion and
leg is la tive af fairs. He noted that pu pil
trans por ta tion fund ing is cut in the bud -
get, and the gov er nor urges schools to
con sol i date ser vices and pri vat ize bus -
ing, food ser vice and other jobs OAPSE
mem bers do.

Lo cal li brary fund ing is cut by 5 per -
cent, or $165 mil lion, by the gov er nor.
Early Care and Ed u ca tion fund ing is cut
by 8 per cent, and fund ing is wiped out
for Early Learn ing Ini tia tive or Head
Start slots for low-in come chil dren.

“The most vul ner a ble cit i zens we serve
— the dis abled — will see their ser vices
cut in this bud get be cause Kasich has
slashed $55 mil lion to county boards of
de vel op men tal dis abil i ties,” Weston
said.

Bud get ex perts es ti mate that as many
as 9,000 OAPSE mem bers could be af -
fected by bud get cuts — not in clud ing
those mem bers who will be im pacted by
pri vat iza tion or con sol i da tion of ser vices 
among dis tricts.

OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe
Rugola said the gov er nor first tar geted
pub lic em ploy ees with the anti-col lec -
tive bar gain ing Sen ate Bill 5 and then
fol lowed up with a bud get that dec i mates 
lo cal gov ern ment bud gets. “He has told
school boards and lo cal gov ern ments
not to worry about the bud get cuts be -
cause Sen ate Bill 5 gives them the abil ity 
to wipe out our con tracts and re duce our 
pay and ben e fits to help them make up
the money. Never mind that the av er age
OAPSE mem ber makes $24,000. This
gov er nor will not be happy un til we
make min i mum wage so his for-profit
school bud dies and other con tri bu tors
can put more money in their pock ets,”
Rugola said.

In what is emerg ing as a pat tern of de -
cep tion and in com plete in for ma tion,
Kasich and his bud get man ag ers tried to

sell the pub lic a “bunch of non sense,”
said OAPSE State Vice Pres i dent
Davida Rus sell. “As of the end of March, 
we still don’t know ex actly what the bud -
get num bers are for de vel op men tal
dis abil i ties and a host of other line items. 
And he flat out mis led re port ers and the
pub lic by say ing he was in creas ing fund -
ing to ed u ca tion when in fact he is
slash ing fund ing for K-12 and higher ed -
u ca tion,” Rus sell said. She noted that in
di rect op po si tion to his talk ing points
dur ing pub lic ap pear ances, his bud get
cuts fund ing to 98 per cent of school dis -
tricts, in clud ing the poor est in the state.

Cuts to vir tu ally ev ery pub lic ser vice
will force school dis tricts and lo cal gov -
ern ments across Ohio to raise lo cal
prop erty and in come taxes. “This bud get 
does not save money. It just shifts the
bur den of pay ing for qual ity pub lic ser -
vices to prop erty own ers and work ers,”
Rugola said. 

“It can not be over stated that the mis -
sion of this ad min is tra tion is to drive
down pub lic sec tor wages and ben e fits
and hand over the de liv ery of ser vices to
their friends and cam paign con tri bu tors,
who will then make a healthy profit at the
ex pense of our mem bers and those we
serve,” Rugola said. “That is not the way
to ef fec tively run gov ern ment, and we will 
all pay a high price as a re sult.”  �
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OAPSE Back ing Helps
Dee Faragher Win
Re-Elec tion to SERS Board

With the sup port of thou sands of OAPSE mem bers,
Ma donna “Dee” Faragher has been re-elected to

the School Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem (SERS) board
of trust ees. OAPSE mem bers cir cu lated and signed
pe ti tions to help Faragher qual ify for the bal lot and then
voted her back onto the board.

An OAPSE mem ber who has served on the SERS
board since 2007, Faragher is the cur rent vice chair. “My
goal is to work to the best of my abil ity to pro vide a re tire -

ment ben e fit for the mem bers. They have worked hard and tire lessly to help peo ple who
can’t help them selves and to care for those who need it most — our chil dren, young
adults and the dis abled,” Faragher said. She stressed that she will con tinue to “learn,
fight and do the best I can as a board mem ber and as an OAPSE mem ber to pro tect our
re tire ment sys tem.”

As the leg is la ture de bates changes to the state re tire ment sys tems, “this is a crit i cal
time for OAPSE mem bers to have rep re sen ta tion on the re tire ment sys tem board,”
said OAPSE State Sec re tary Sandy Wheeler. “It is very com fort ing to know that a per -
son of such high honor and in teg rity is our voice on the SERS board. We know we can
count on Dee to stand with us to pro tect the re tire ment we are all work ing so hard
for,” Wheeler said.

The bal lots were counted on March 8, and Faragher won by an over whelm ing mar -
gin. She is joined on the SERS board by OAPSE mem bers Barbra Phillips, chair, and
Mark An der son, who serve as em ployee mem bers, and OAPSE re tir ees Ca thy Moss and 
Mary Ann Howell, who are re tiree mem bers. Faragher’s new term ends in 2015.  �

Ma donna "Dee" Faragher
Re-Elected to SERS Board

What Is The Fu ture
of Our Un ion?

With all the Re pub li can at tacks on
pub lic em ploy ees in the Ohio

Leg is la ture and by Gov er nor Kasich,
you may be won der ing what the fu ture
holds for un ions and what role OAPSE
will play in your work place. In short,
your un ion will be what you make it. 

“The bot tom line for us is that we will
fight back. The stakes are too high to lay
down and let them win. We are talk ing
about the very ex is tence of the mid dle
class in Ohio,” said OAPSE Ex ec u tive
Di rec tor Joe Rugola. He said pub lic em -
ploy ees need a strong un ion now more
than ever. “Al though their clear in ten -
tion was to weaken un ions and the
col lec tive voice of our mem bers on the
job, OAPSE will re main strong and keep 
fight ing for our mem bers and all work -
ing fam i lies.”

Rugola stressed that he worked for
OAPSE well be fore the state’s col lec tive 
bar gain ing law was passed in 1983. In
fact, more than 26,000 pub lic work ers
were mem bers of OAPSE be fore col lec -
tive bar gain ing was on the books in
Ohio. “We had a strong un ion then, and
we will have a strong un ion well into the
fu ture be cause we are the only voice for
low-wage and mid dle class work ers. If
we don’t fight, no one will. We have a re -
spon si bil ity to keep work ing hard for our 
mem bers, even as the le gal land scape
shifts,” Rugola said.

He noted that OAPSE is lead ing the
co ali tion to over turn Sen ate Bill 5. In ad -
di tion, the un ion will con tinue to
ne go ti ate with em ploy ers, rep re sent
mem bers in dis ci plin ary hear ings, chal -
lenge em ploy ers who vi o late the law and 
“keep work ing in the state leg is la ture to
turn these pol i cies around and get full
col lec tive bar gain ing re stored.” 

Ob vi ously, he said, “en gaged, ac tive
mem bers make a un ion strong. That is
an ad van tage we have al ways had but
one that is es pe cially ap par ent now. I am 
con vinced that OAPSE mem bers will re -
spond to the great chal lenges we are
fac ing, and that in the end, our un ion
will be stron ger than ever be cause we
stayed strong and worked to gether.”  �

Board Elim i na tion Smacks of Pol i tics
In a move that makes sense to

al most no one, Re pub li cans in the
Ohio House and Sen ate and
Gov er nor Kasich seem de ter mined to 
do away with the School Em ploy ees
Health Care Board. Over the years,
the board has helped school dis tricts
de velop and in cor po rate best
prac tices that have saved mil lions for
em ploy ees and tax pay ers.

Chris Hol land, ap pointed to the
board by for mer Gov er nor Ted
Strick land, said that if Sen ate Bill
5 was re ally about sav ing money
for lo cal gov ern ments and school
boards, “elim i nat ing the School
Em ploy ees Health Care Board
would be off the ta ble as would a
pro hi bi tion on us bar gain ing over
health care plans and costs. It sim ply makes no sense to take us out of the equa tion on
health care,” Hol land said, “es pe cially when we have a proven track re cord of sav ing
money while help ing our mem bers se cure qual ity health care ben e fits.” She is a mem -
ber of Lo cal 320 at Or e gon City Schools.

Dave Ham il ton, who re cently was re ap pointed by the Ohio Sen ate to the School Em -
ploy ees Health Care Ad vi sory Board, agreed that elim i nat ing any method of sav ing health
care dol lars is a bad idea. “Par tic u larly now, we need ev ery tool pos si ble to reign in health
care costs. To wipe out the board through Sen ate Bill 5 or to sim ply defund it as Kasich’s
bud get bill does, is a huge mis take and sends the wrong mes sage to Ohio tax pay ers,”
Ham il ton said. Ham il ton is a mem ber of the OAPSE State Ex ec u tive Board from East ern
Dis trict and a mem ber of Lo cal 003 in the Zanesville City Schools.  �

Chris Hol land, Fred McGraw and Dave Ham il ton dis cuss the
agenda for the March meet ing of the School Em ploy ees Health
Care Board. The board faces elim i na tion be cause of ac tion by

Gov er nor Kasich and the re pub li can-con trolled Ohio leg is la ture. 
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Pen sion Changes in the Works
OAPSE Work ing with SERS to Pro tect
Re tire ment Pen sions

Leg is la tion in the Ohio Gen eral As sem bly will change
re tire ment ben e fits for pub lic em ploy ees across the

state. Most OAPSE mem bers par tic i pate in the School
Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem (SERS), while a small
num ber par tic i pate in the Ohio Pub lic Em ploy ees
Re tire ment Sys tem (OPERS). Un der HB 69, ben e fits for all
ac tive OAPSE mem bers will change and will im pact them
at re tire ment.

“We sup port most of the changes un der con sid er ation be -
cause they will strengthen the pen sion sys tems and help
guar an tee a mean ing ful re tire ment ben e fit for our mem bers for
years into the fu ture,” said Barbra Phillips, an OAPSE lo cal
pres i dent at Ashland City Schools, Lo cal 233. Phillips is an
elected mem ber of the SERS board of trust ees and serves as its
chair. “As board mem bers, we take very se ri ously our re spon si -
bil ity to OAPSE ac tive mem bers and re tir ees. So we have made
pe ri odic ad just ments to age and ser vice re tire ment el i gi bil ity to
strengthen the sys tem,” Phillips said. As a re sult, SERS meets
all state fund ing re quire ments and can guar an tee health care
ben e fits un til the year 2018.

Ac cord ing to its spon sors, HB 69 aims to bring uni for mity to
the pen sion sys tems, “which is a great idea in the ory, but needs
to be closely ex am ined in prac tice,” said Randy Weston, Di rec -
tor of Po lit i cal Ac tion and Leg is la tive Af fairs.

For school em ploy ees un der SERS, HB 69 will change re -
tire ment age and years of ser vice. Cur rent law al lows full
pen sion ben e fits for those age 55 with 30 years of ser vice. The
new leg is la tion moves the re tire ment age to 57 with 30 years of
ser vice. For re duced ben e fits, a mem ber must be age 62 with 10
years or age 60 with 25 years. Early ben e fits would be
actuarially re duced, Weston said.

“We are in sup port of those changes be cause they will keep
the pen sion fund sta ble well into the fu ture,” said Fred McGraw,
a long-time OAPSE staff mem ber with ex per tise in pen sions and
health care who now serves as a con sul tant to the un ion.

McGraw said some changes pro posed in HB 69 do not have
the sup port of the SERS staff and board mem bers “be cause
OAPSE mem bers earn much less dur ing their work ing lives
than those who pay into the teach ers’ re tire ment sys tem or
OPERS.”

“The five-year fi nal av er age sal ary (FAS) and a re duc tion to 
the Cost of Liv ing Ad just ment (COLA) would have a dis pro por -
tion ately neg a tive im pact on OAPSE mem bers be cause they are 
lower paid than re tir ees in the other pen sion plans,” McGraw
said.

“We want to keep a three-year FAS be cause the im pact of
this change is sig nif i cant. It will cost the av er age OAPSE mem -
ber about $70 per month, which makes a big dif fer ence to those
who only bring home an av er age of $1,160 per month in re tire -
ment,” ac cord ing to McGraw.

He stressed that a re duc tion in the COLA would also be a
hard ship for OAPSE re tir ees, es pe cially those who re tired long
ago.

Weston tes ti fied be fore the House Health and Ag ing Sub -
com mit tee on Re tire ment and Pen sions and asked leg is la tors
“to re frain from paint ing all re tir ees with the same brush. SERS 
par tic i pants are dif fer ent, and that needs to be re flected in any
pen sion leg is la tion.”  �

Re pub li cans Look ing to
In crease Em ployee Pen sion
Contributions
Ohio law cur rently man dates that em ploy ees pay 10 per -
cent of their pen sion costs and that em ploy ers pay the
other 14 per cent. Ex pect that to change.

Al though no leg is la tion cur rently ex ists to make the
change, state law mak ers and the gov er nor have been talk -
ing about the plan as if it is a done deal and a great way for
lo cal gov ern ments and school dis tricts to save money. But 
their rosy pic ture has a dark side for re tir ees and re tire ment 
sys tems.

With the av er age wage of an OAPSE mem ber at un der
$24,000, any ad di tional cost to em ploy ees is a hard ship,
said Fred McGraw, a pen sion ex pert who con sults with the
un ion.

He said about 44 per cent of the school em ploy ees who
start pay ing into SERS never draw a pen sion.  Most leave
pub lic ser vice for more lu cra tive jobs in the pri vate sec tor. 
Be cause these in di vid u als can with draw the mon eys they
paid in, shift ing an ad di tional 2 per cent to them means they 
will take out more money when they seek other em ploy -
ment.

“That will have a neg a tive im pact on the pen sion fund be -
cause those work ers will be tak ing more out of the pen sion 
fund than they pre vi ously were al lowed. This will ab so -
lutely destabilize the fund.  In ad di tion, it will af fect the
abil ity of the pen sion fund to pro vide health care ben e fits
for re tir ees,” McGraw said.

Un der Ohio law, only the em ploy ers’ con tri bu tions paid on
be half of em ploy ees may be used to fund re tiree health
care. Low er ing the amount paid by em ploy ers means less
money avail able for health care, which “greatly re duces
the sol vency of the health care fund and calls into ques tion 
the abil ity to pro vide health care in a mat ter of only a few
years,” McGraw said.

The SERS pen sion is in good fis cal shape, he said.   The
gov er nor’s pro posal turns a well man aged, sol vent pen -
sion sys tem into one that will be in peril and will en dan ger
the pen sions and health in sur ance for the 66,127 re tir ees
and the 126,015 ac tive con trib ut ing mem bers of the School 
Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem. 

“It ap pears that the gov er nor and his staff, in a rush to
move some pen sion fund money to the schools af ter dras -
ti cally cut ting school fund ing, failed to do the nec es sary
re search,”McGraw noted.

He said OAPSE will con tinue to up date mem bers about any 
pen sion leg is la tion, whether it is in cluded in the bud get
bill, HB 69 or in a standalone mea sure.  �



Voter Registration Form
Please read instructions carefully. Please type or print clearly with blue or black ink. 

For further information, you may consult the Secretary of State’s Web site at: www.sos.state.oh.us or call 1-877-767-6446.

Eligibility
You are qualifi ed to register to vote in Ohio if you meet all 
the following requirements:
1. You are a citizen of the United States.
2. You will be at least 18 years old on or before the day of 

the general election.
3. You will be a resident of Ohio for at least 30 days 

immediately before the election in which you want to 
vote.

4. You are not incarcerated (in jail or in prison) for a felony 
conviction.

5. You have not been declared incompetent for voting 
purposes by a probate court.

6. You have not been permanently disenfranchised for 
violations of the election laws.

Use this form to register to vote or to update your current Ohio 
registration if you have changed your address or name.

NOTICE: This form must be received or postmarked by the 30th day 
before an election at which you intend to vote. You will be notifi ed 
by your county board of elections of the location where you vote. If 
you do not receive a notice prior to Election Day, please contact your 
county board of elections. 

Lines 1 and 2 below are required by law. You must answer both
of the questions for your registration to be processed.

Registering in Person
If you have a current valid Ohio driver’s license, you must provide 
that number on line 10. If you do not have an Ohio driver’s license, 
you must provide the last four digits of your Social Security number 
on line 10. If you have neither, please write “None.”

Registering by Mail
If you register by mail and do not provide either a current Ohio 
driver’s license number or the last four digits of your Social Security 
number, please enclose with your application a copy of one of the 
following forms of identifi cation that shows your name and current 
address:

Current valid photo identifi cation card, military identifi cation, or 
current (within one year) utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, 
government check or government document (except board of 
elections notifi cations) showing your name and current address.

Your Signature
Your signature is required for your registration to be processed. In 
the box next to the arrow by line 14, please affi x your signature or 
mark, taking care that it does not touch surrounding lines or type so 
it can be effectively used to identify you. If your signature is a mark, 
include the name and address of the person who witnessed the 
mark beneath the signature line.  If by reason of disability you are 
unable to physically sign, you may follow specifi c procedures found 
in Ohio law (R.C. 3501.382) to appoint an attorney-in-fact who may 
sign this form on your behalf at your direction and in your presence. 

If you are not a registered voter, complete the form below and
take or mail it to your local board of elections.

 1. Are you a U.S. citizen?       Yes          No
 2. Will you be at least 18 years of age on or before the next general election?        Yes          No

 If you answered NO to either of the questions, do not complete this form.
3. Last Name First Name                                                              Middle Name or Initial                          Jr., II, etc.

4. House Number and Street (Enter new address if changed) Apt. or Lot #                             5. City or Post Offi ce                               6. ZIP Code

7. Additional Rural or Mailing Address (if necessary)                                                                                8. County where you live

9. Birthdate (MO-DAY-YR) (required)  10. Ohio driver’s license No. OR                                                                         11. Phone No. (voluntary)
                                                                   last 4 digits of Social Security No.

12. PREVIOUS ADDRESS IF UPDATING CURRENT REGISTRATION - Previous House Number and Street

Previous City or Post Offi ce County                                                                              State

13. CHANGE OF NAME ONLY  Former Legal Name                                  Former Signature

I declare under penalty of election falsifi cation I am a citizen of the United States, will have lived in this state for 30 
days immediately preceding the next election, and will be at least 18 years of age at the time of the general election.

14. Your Signature

Date_______/_______/_______
  MO          DAY           YR

FOR BOARD 
USE ONLY 

SEC4010 (Rev. 07/08)
City, Village, Twp.

Ward

Precinct

School Dist.

Cong. Dist.

Senate Dist.

House Dist.

(one form of ID required to be listed or provided)
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Sen ate Bill 5 Ref er en dum Headed 
to No vem ber Bal lot!
The Ref er en dum to re peal Sen ate Bill 5 is headed to the bal lot. More than
3,000 sig na tures op pos ing SB5 were filed with the Ohio Sec re tary of State
and Ohio At tor ney Gen eral on Mon day, April 4, mark ing the first step to
re peal ing the anti-worker leg is la tion that tar gets pub lic em ploy ees. 

Once the bal lot lan guage is cer ti fied, we will be gin col lect ing the half mil lion
sig na tures needed to put the ref er en dum – or cit i zen’s veto – on the bal lot in
No vem ber. Sig na tures must be col lected by the mid dle of June.

To get de tails on how to cir cu late and sign a pe ti tion, see the "Now Is the
Time for Ac tion" box on Page 4.

Keep check ing www.ohafscme.org and www.weareohio.com for more
in for ma tion on how you can be in volved in de feat ing SB5! 
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