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OAPSE Backs Brown for Re turn to Su preme Court
at eR  gni ni Jus tice Will Keep Friend to Work ers on State’s High est Ju di cial Body

While all eyes will be on the pres i -
den tial and U.S. Sen ate races this 

fall, “it’s im por tant to re mem ber that we 
have other crit i cal elec tions that will im -
pact OAPSE mem bers and our fam i lies
for de cades,” said Ex ec u tive Di rec tor
Joe Rugola.

Chief among the “down bal lot” races, 
those listed well be low the pres i den tial
and sen ate races, is the one fea tur ing
Ohio Su preme Court Jus tice Yvette
McGee Brown. She is run ning to fin ish
the fi nal two years of Jus tice Maureen
O’Connor’s term. O’Connor moved into 
the Chief Jus tice chair af ter the death of
Thomas Moyer. O’Connor’s seat was
filled by McGee Brown when she was
ap pointed to the court in Jan u ary, 2011
by Gov er nor Ted Strick land af ter serv -
ing as his run ning mate. Al though they
lost their elec tion bid, that race served to
in tro duce Yvette to the vot ers of Ohio. 

“Here in Cen tral Ohio, Yvette McGee
Brown has a strong rep u ta tion as a law -
yer, judge and ad vo cate for vul ner a ble
chil dren. But in 2010, she trav eled the
state with Ted and showed all Ohio ans
what a thought ful, bright, en er getic and
com mit ted per son and can di date she is.
The mem bers of the OAPSE Ex ec u tive
Board met with her sev eral times and are
very pleased to be back ing Yvette in the
elec tion this year,” Rugola said.

McGee Brown is the only Dem o crat
on the state’s top court, but has built a
pro duc tive work ing re la tion ship with the 
other six jus tices, she said. But she has
stressed that her life ex pe ri ences have
given her a per spec tive that dif fers from
the other jus tices. 

“It’s im por tant to have di ver sity
among all our judges. Not just di ver sity
in terms of race or gen der or po lit i cal
party but di ver sity in terms of life ex pe ri -

ence,” Brown has said.
Born to a sin gle mother, McGee

Brown was raised by her mom and
grand mother and en cour aged to work
hard for ev ery thing she wanted. She is a
grad u ate of Mifflin High School, which
is part of the Co lum bus City Schools,
where 3,200 work ers are rep re sented by
OAPSE. McGee Brown grad u ated from
Ohio Uni ver sity and earned a full ride to
law school at The Ohio State Uni ver sity.
She worked in the Ohio At tor ney Gen -
eral’s of fice and was elected to the
Frank lin County Court of Com mon
Pleas. She left that post to found the Cen -
ter for Child and Fam ily Ad vo cacy,
which helps chil dren who are vic tims of
abuse and ne glect.

Ohio Su preme Court Justice Yvette McGee Brown, with OAPSE Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe Rugola,
has the strong sup port of OAPSE in her race to re turn to the court for an other term.  

“Yvette and her hus band, who has
been a teacher for 35 years, be lieve in a
strong pub lic ed u ca tion. They be lieve in
a strong mid dle class. They be lieve that
peo ple who are strug gling to get by as
they work hard to take care of their fam i -
lies de serve some help and de serve a fair 
shake from their gov ern ment. Ba si cally,
they be lieve what OAPSE mem bers be -
lieve – that ev ery Ohioan is en ti tled to a
de cent liv ing and a se cure re tire ment.
That’s why we sup port Yvette and urge
her re elec tion,” Rugola said.

He en cour aged OAPSE mem bers and 
their fam i lies to re mem ber to vote and to
be sure and mark their bal lots for
Obama, (Sherrod) Brown and (Yvette
McGee) Brown.  �

State Of fi cers Elec tion and Con fer ence In for ma tion En closed 
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Vote This Year To Stop the As sault on Work ers
At tacks Did n’t Stop With the De feat of Sen ate Bill 5 
As you pre pare to vote – ei ther very

soon by ab sen tee bal lot or in No -
vem ber on Elec tion Day — it is im por tant 
to con sider the im pact of your choices
and what a dif fer ence you can make by
sup port ing can di dates who sup port you
and your fam ily. We found that out the
hard way af ter the 2010 elec tions left us
with pol i ti cians who would have been all
too happy to see ev ery OAPSE mem ber
out of a job or stripped of their un ion and
their col lec tive bar gain ing rights. 

Dif fi cult as it is to be lieve, nearly a
year has passed since Ohio ans de liv ered
a crush ing blow to John Kasich and his
Wall Street friends who were at tack ing
our mem bers’ jobs, wages and ben e fits.
Sen ate Bill 5 was just one part of a com -
pre hen sive as sault on work ing fam i lies
that con tin ues to this day all over the
coun try. That at tack was con ceived and is 
funded by gi ant cor po ra tions and the ex -
treme pol i ti cians who take their money.

Pen sion ben e fits for cur rent and fu -
ture re tir ees are be ing cut, health care
re form is tar geted for de struc tion, and
un ion con tracts are be ing trashed. The
pri vat iza tion of school and other pub lic
sec tor jobs is ac cel er at ing and Kasich’s
fund ing cuts to ed u ca tion, to tal ing more
than $1.3 bil lion, have cost hun dreds of
OAPSE mem bers their jobs.

All of this has been done in the name
of mak ing the super-rich in Amer ica

who came from a 
work ing class
fam ily and never 
for got her roots
and her val ues.
Peo ple like Pres -
i dent Obama,
who in her ited a
his toric eco -
nomic cri sis that no one could have fixed 
in just a few years. And the many oth ers
who share our core be lief that John
Kasich and his Wall Street friends have
grabbed enough from work ing fam i lies
in re cent years.

Check out the other en dorse ments in
this is sue of the OAPSE News, log on to
www.oapse.org and click on the
MyOAPSE but ton on the page, and look
in the mail for the in for ma tion our na -
tional un ion, AFSCME, will be send ing
this fall to get our rec om men da tions for
your vote for pro-OAPSE, pro-fam ily
can di dates.

No vem ber, 2011 showed both the
power of our vote and the dan gers we
face if our vote puts the wrong peo ple in
of fice. Let us all vote for can di dates who
un der stand the life of a food ser vice
worker, a De vel op men tally Dis abled bus 
driver, a Head Start staff mem ber, and a
li brary em ployee.  Let us all vote for a
se cure job, a fair wage, and a de cent re -

m erit ent. �

even richer and giv ing them the money
to out right buy our elec tions.  All we
need to do is look at the se cret and dirty
mil lions of dol lars flood ing into Ohio to
at tack Sherrod Brown. More than $15
mil lion in Super PAC money has been
spent against Sherrod to date, and we can 
ex pect at least an other $15 mil lion be -
fore Elec tion Day.

Now, an other elec tion is in front of us,
and the choices are the same as those we
made last fall.  Will Ohio and Amer ica
con tinue to shower tax breaks and spe cial
ad van tages on the al ready ob scenely
rich? Will we stand for the at tacks on So -
cial Se cu rity and Medicare that are at the
core of the Romn ey-Ryan bud get plan?
Or will we Ohio ans at long last re gain our 
senses and pro vide job se cu rity, hon est
wages and de cent re tire ment ben e fits for
those who do the work that adds ac tual
value to our coun try.

This fall, be fore you de cide how to
vote, take a look at the can di dates who
have stood with us, not just on Sen ate
Bill 5, but on all of the is sues that de ter -
mine what kind of life our mem bers will
have – se cure re tire ment, good health
care and a fair wage for hon est work.

Peo ple like Sen a tor Sherrod Brown,
who has been a tire less voice for school
em ploy ees and all OAPSE mem bers for
his en tire life. Peo ple like Ohio Su preme
Court Jus tice Yvette McGee Brown,

 evit u ce xE t cer iD or
Joe Rugola

Choices are Clear in 2012 Elec tions
As you think about your choices in this 

year’s elec tions, I’m ask ing you to
re mem ber that your vote will de ter mine
the di rec tion of our state and our coun try.

I’ve never missed 
vot ing in an elec -
tion, and I’m not
miss ing this one,
be cause I know
how great the
stakes are for me,
my co work ers,
my fam ily and
my com mu nity.

I know you are 
sick and tired of
the neg a tive ads. I
am, too. But don’t 

let your frus tra tion with the po lit i cal pro -
cess keep you from your re spon si bil ity of
cast ing your bal lot. And when you do, re -

mem ber that there are can di dates who will
re ally stand with you and can di dates who
can’t stand you and would be happy to re -
place you with a low-wage worker who
gets no re tire ment and no ben e fits.

Take Sherrod Brown, for ex am ple, as
some one whose sup port for us can never
be ques tioned. As a state rep re sen ta tive,
our Ohio sec re tary of state, and our U.S.
sen a tor, there has never been a time when
Sherrod has not sup ported OAPSE and all
pub lic em ploy ees. In 1983, he helped give
us the col lec tive bar gain ing law that
moved us from sec ond-class cit i zens to re -
spected work ers pro vid ing ser vices the
pub lic needs and wants. And he’s been on
our side ever since. He never wa vers and
never strays from his prin ci ples and his
val ues. He is hon est, ear nest and
hard-work ing. Through his stead fast sup -
port for the eco nomic stim u lus plan and

OAPSE State Pres i dent
JoAnn Johntony

the auto bail out, I have seen first hand how
he cares about work ers and our fam i lies.
The stim u lus and the bail out of the Amer i -
can au to mo bile man u fac tur ers has made a
huge dif fer ence in the Mahoning Val ley,
where I am from. We have been on a
down ward eco nomic spi ral for de cades as
a re sult of steel and auto plant closings. Of
course, the de cline in jobs has meant the
loss of many small busi nesses and a huge
de cline in tax dol lars to sup port our
schools, li brar ies, county boards of de vel -
op men tal dis abil i ties, com mu nity col leges, 
and ev ery other pub lic ser vice.

With out the auto bail out and our pub -
lic in vest ment in com pa nies like Gen eral 
Mo tors, more than 850,000 Ohio work -
ers in the au to mo bile in dus try could
have lost their jobs. And some ex perts
es ti mate that one in 10 work ers in the
U.S. would have been at risk of hit ting

Con tin ued on Page 3
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“We need to raise money to fight
anti-worker, un friendly leg is la tion like
Sen ate Bill 5. Mil lions of our PEOPLE
dol lars were used to win that huge bat -
tle,” said Barb Ward, chair of the
OAPSE/AFSCME State PEOPLE Com -
mit tee. “But we also use PEOPLE
money to win lo cal levy cam paigns and
elect friendly pub lic of fi cials, in clud ing
school board mem bers. That’s es pe cially 
im por tant now, since the Gov er nor cut
our ed u ca tion fund ing in Ohio by more
than $1.3 bil lion.”

Ward said PEOPLE dol lars also help
OAPSE fight pri vat iza tion at the lo cal
level and state wide, and are used to fight
for pen sion se cu rity and the fight to pro -
tect our de fined ben e fit plans.

At a meet ing held in late Au gust the
State PEOPLE Com mit tee out lined its
goals for the com ing year. “The role of
lead er ship in each of our lo cals is crit i cal. 

If what we must do to pre pare for what
seems to be a non-stop bat tle to pro tect
our pub lic jobs is n't con veyed to our
mem bers by their lead er ship, the mem -
bers may not un der stand. PEOPLE gives
us what we need to help de fend our selves.

“Cur rent OAPSE mem bers who con -
trib ute to PEOPLE are the folks who
should be thanked. They have fought for all 
of us thus far. As lead ers, we must be come
en gaged in the ef forts to pro tect all OAPSE 
mem bers' jobs,” she ex plained. "Our goal
for this year is to sign up all OAPSE lo cal
of fi cers and the PEOPLE cap tain in ev ery
OAPSE lo cal. Our com mit tee will be lead -
ing the ef forts at dis trict meet ings and will
work with lo cal of fi cers to in crease mem -
ber ship par tic i pa tion within all lo cals.”

Ultimately, Ward said, the goal is to
meet the In ter na tional un ion’s goal of
hav ing at least 10 per cent of all OAPSE
mem bers con trib ut ing to PEOPLE at the
MVP level, which is $100 per year. �

Con tin ued from Page 2

the un em ploy ment line if the “Big
Three” auto mak ers had been al lowed to
“go bank rupt” as Mitt Romn ey wanted.

Now, in Lordstown alone, more than
5,000 work ers are busy pro duc ing the
Chevy Cruze, and more jobs will be
added there soon. In ad di tion, GM will
spend more than $220 mil lion to im -
prove the pro duc tion line. That means
more pri vate sec tor work ers on the job.
And that’s good for us be cause work ers
pay taxes that sup port our pub lic jobs.
And work ers with good jobs spend
money with small busi nesses and help
build strong com mu ni ties. Sherrod
knows that, and that’s why we can al -
ways count on him to be on our side.

The bot tom line is that we need peo -
ple like Sherrod in of fice – peo ple who
un der stand our is sues and con cerns and
help to make our lives better. Be lieve
me, his op po nent, Josh Mandel, is not on 
our side. He sup ported Sen ate Bill 5 and
would have voted against the eco nomic
stim u lus plan. And that’s just the tip of
the ice berg with him. He ac tu ally called
Sherrod “un-Amer i can” for vot ing to
save the auto in dus try. That’s just com -

pletely out of touch with re al ity.
We also need to re-elect Pres i dent

Obama and give him a chance to fin ish the
job he started. His ini tia tive, the Amer i can
Jobs Act, in cluded $1 bil lion for Ohio’s
schools, and the Ed u ca tion Jobs Fund
meant an in vest ment of $361 mil lion to
keep school em ploy ees on the job. He
wants to end tax breaks for mil lion aires
and huge cor po ra tions and make sure mid -
dle class fam i lies get the help we need to
make it in these dif fi cult eco nomic times.

Pres i dent Obama thinks like un ion
mem bers think – that we’re all in this to -
gether. That we are stron ger when we
work to gether. I urge you to sup port our
pres i dent and give him an other four
years so our coun try can con tinue on the
path to ward a stron ger econ omy and an
even better Amer ica.

Please take a look at the en dorse ments
in cluded in this is sue of the OAPSE
News. OAPSE’s en dorse ment com mit tee
rec om mends these can di dates be cause
they have the re cords and po si tions that
EARNED our en dorse ments. As we
know from the Sen ate Bill 5 fight, it mat -
ters who serves in our leg is la ture. We
have to take ev ery elec tion se ri ously. We
have to take our votes se ri ously.

United States Se nior Sen a tor from Ohio
Sherrod Brown

So I’ll look for you at our phone
banks and our la bor walks be tween now
and Elec tion Day. And I’ll look for ward
to cel e brat ing the many vic to ries for
work ing peo ple that we achieve in No -
vem ber and be yond. �

PEOPLE Com mit tee Kicks Off
 pihs re daeL ngiap maC

Con fer ence
Res o lu tions
Dead line for 2013
The dead line to sub mit res o lu tions

for OAPSE/AFSCME’s 73rd An -
nual Del e gate Con fer ence will be Feb -
ru ary 1, 2013. Res o lu tions to the
Con sti tu tional Con fer ence can be sub -
mit ted only by a Lo cal, a Dis trict or the
State Ex ec u tive Board. 

All res o lu tions must be cer ti fied by
the Sec re tary of the re spec tive sub or di -
nate body as out lined in Sec tion 8.06
of the OAPSE/AFSCME State Con sti -
tu tion. 

The An nual Del e gate Con fer ence
will be held on May 9-11, 2013, at the
Hyatt Re gency Ho tel in Co lum bus.  �

REMEMBER
You can vote at home
start ing Oc to ber 2nd!

 tseuq eR your  eet nes ba ol lab t NOW!

enate Bill 5 is a great example of 
why every OAPSE member should 

contribute to PEOPLE, the union’s polit-
ical action committee and our way of 
raising money to use in political elections 
and fights like the one we had last year.

S
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Pen sion Changes Signed by Gov er nor
State law mak ers have made changes

to Ohio’s five pub lic pen sion sys -
tems that al ter re tire ment ages for those
not close to re tire ment. Most of the sys -
tems, ex clud ing the School Em ploy ees
Re tire ment Sys tem (SERS) changed
cost-of-liv ing ad just ments for all re tir ees 
and the Fi nal Av er age Sal ary (FAS) cal -

 .noit al uc Most OAPSE mem  sreb  i cit rap -
pate in SERS. How ever, a few thou sand
OAPSE mem bers par tic i pate in the Ohio 
Pub lic Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem
(OPERS). The changes were made with
wide bi par ti san sup port in sep a rate leg is -
la tion deal ing with each sys tem. Gov er -
nor Kasich was ex pected to sign the bills
into law be fore the end of Sep tem ber.

“OAPSE mem bers on the (SERS) board 
have worked very hard to pro tect re tire -
ment ben e fits for cur rent and fu ture
re tir ees,” said State Sec re tary Sandy
Wheeler. “In fact, for years, our elected
rep re sen ta tives to SERS have been call ing
for changes to make the sys tem stron ger
and make sure we can all re tire with dig nity 

and se cu rity. It’s too bad our board mem -
bers were n’t lis tened to 20 years ago.”

Di rec tor of Po lit i cal Ac tion and Leg -
is la tive Af fairs Randy Weston said once
the board ap proved changes, “We
closely mon i tored the ac tions of law -
mak ers to make sure they did n’t go
be yond the rec om men da tions and se ri -
ously harm our mem bers and re tir ees. www.opers.org.   

We will con tinue to watch closely and
keep OAPSE mem bers up dated on any
changes to their pen sion ben e fits.”

The chart above out lines changes to
SERS ben e fits. Re duc tions will be made
for early re tire ment. All changes to both
SERS and OPERS can be found on their
websites at www.ohsers.org and

�

School Em ploy ees Re tire ment Sys tem
Board-Ap proved Plan Summary

This year, it’s Yes on Is sue 2!!!

In 2011, Ohio vot ers were en cour aged
to vote NO on Is sue 2 to beat back

Sen ate Bill 5, the leg is la tion that would
have gut ted col lec tive bar gain ing for
pub lic work ers and put our jobs, pay and
ben e fits at risk. This year, we are urg ing
a YES vote on Is sue 2, the state wide bal -
lot mea sure de signed to fix a bro ken sys -
tem of draw ing leg is la tive lines in Ohio.
Vot ing ex perts and the me dia agree that
the sys tem is flawed, not ing that Is sue 2
is an at tempt to take the map-draw ing
power away from the pol i ti cians and po -
lit i cal par ties and in stead give it to a bal -
anced, in de pend ent com mis sion that
would draw more-com pet i tive and geo -
graph i cally log i cal maps. 

“We don’t have to look any far ther
than North east Ohio to see why we need
to pass Is sue 2,” said Davida Rus sell,

OAPSE state vice pres i dent.
Ac cord ing to Vot ers First, the

OAPSE-backed co ali tion urg ing a Yes on
Is sue 2 vote, some se ri ous she nan i gans oc -
curred while Re pub li cans were draw ing the 
new state and con gres sio nal leg is la tive lines 
this year. The Re pub li cans met be hind
closed doors, in a ho tel room nick named
“the bunker,” in ten tion ally hid ing the pro -
cess from the pub lic. The group sent a
pre lim i nary map to the speaker of the U.S.
House of Rep re sen ta tives, John Boehner,
who rep re sents Ohio’s 8th Con gres sio nal
Dis trict, near Cincinnati. A mem ber of
Speaker Boehner’s staff, re sponded
through e-mail to  those in charge of draw -
ing the new dis tricts, re quest ing a last
min ute change to Dis trict 16 by add ing a
large busi ness, Timken, which reg u larly
do nates to Re pub li cans, in clud ing Boehner

and Rep. Jim Renacci, the Re pub li can in -
cum bent in the 16th Dis trict. Then, within
13 min utes of the first e-mail, the map
draw ers re sponded that Timken would now 
be in Renacci’s dis trict, no prob lem, no
ques tions asked.

“Where is the fair ness there? Were
they even think ing about Ohio vot ers when 
they made that de ci sion? Or were their ac -
tions based solely on what was best for
Re pub li can can di dates? This shows how
badly we need an un bi ased sys tem to draw 
our leg is la tive bound aries,” Rus sell said.
A YES vote on Is sue 2 will mean com mon 
sense re form that is a step in the right di -
rec tion to ward fix ing a bro ken sys tem.
Pas sage of Is sue 2 will make how leg is la -
tive lines are drawn more ac count able,
trans par ent and bal anced. “We need to
pass Is sue 2 so that nei ther party can un -
fairly dom i nate state pol i tics or rig the
sys tem to their own ad van tage. We need to 
put a stop to this so we have fair rep re sen -
ta tion at the State house and in Con gress,”
Rus sell said.

In or der to stress the YES on Is sue 2
mes sage, the cam paign will hold “Scrub
Off Sat ur days” from now through the
elec tion. You will have the op por tu nity
to visit a drive through and have your
NO on Is sue 2 bumper sticker from last
year scrubbed off and re placed with a
YES on Is sue 2 bumper sticker.

Check the OAPSE web site at
www.oapse.org and the We Are Ohio
web site at www.weareohio.com for
dates, lo ca tions and times.  �

SERS Members
Hired 

before 5/14/2008 

Senate Passed S.B. 341:
Effective for Those With

Fewer Than 25 Years 
of Service

on or after 8//2017    

Retire with no
reduction

 

Age 67 with 10 years, or
Age 57 with 30 years  

Early retirement

Age 65 with 5 years, or
Any age with 30 years 

Age 60 with 5 years, or
Age 55 with 25 years 

SERS Members Hired
on or after 5/14/2008
S.B. 148 - 127th G.A.

(Sen. Faber)   

Age 65 with 10 years, or
Age 55 with 30 years 

Age 62 with 10 years, or
Age 60 with 25 years 

Age 62 with 10 years, or
Age 60 with 25 years  
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JUST THE

Con sider These Is sues When You Vote on No vem ber 6th!

FACTS
On pro tect ing the mid dle class . . .
PRESIDENT OBAMA has a plan to pro tect the mid dle class by
end ing tax breaks for the wealth i est Amer i cans while pro tect ing in -
vest ments in pub lic ed u ca tion and Medicare. He has cut taxes for
all work ing fam i lies, has cut taxes for small busi nesses 18 times,
asked Con gress to pass the Buf fet Rule to make mil lion aires pay
their fair share and pro posed ex pand ing the Child Tax Credit for
hard work ing fam i lies with chil dren. (Wall Street Jour nal, 6/30/11)

On pro tect ing the mid dle class . . .
MITT ROMNEY plans to cut the taxes of the
wealth i est Amer i cans which will lead to tax
hikes for 5.5 mil lion mid dle class fam i lies in
Ohio. Un der Romn ey, 95 per cent of Amer i -
cans would see their taxes go up. He would
give tax breaks to com pa nies that ship jobs
over seas. (Tax Pol icy Cen ter, 9/8/12)

On ed u ca tion . . .
PRESIDENT OBAMA sup ports the Amer i can Jobs
Act, which con tains $30 bil lion in fund ing for pub lic
ed u ca tion, in clud ing $1 bil lion for Ohio. With his Ed -
u ca tion Jobs Fund, Ohio re ceived $361 mil lion for
pub lic schools, sav ing more than 1,100 jobs. The
pres i dent’s stu dent loan re form and tax cred its have
made col lege more af ford able for mil lions of mid dle
class fam i lies. (Whitehouse.gov)

On Health Care and Medicare . . . 
Un der PRESIDENT OBAMA'S health care plan, mil lions more
Amer i cans have health in sur ance. And in sur ance com pa nies can -
not deny cov er age for those with pre-ex ist ing con di tions, which
means be tween 50 and 129 mil lion Amer i cans have ac cess to
health care. Un der the pres i dent’s plan, more than 47 mil lion
Medicare ben e fi cia ries now have ac cess to free health ser -
vices—in clud ing an an nual wellness visit, mam mo grams, and
other health screen ings—to help de tect and treat med i cal con di -
tions early. And nearly 3.6 mil lion se niors who fell into the Medicare
“dough nut hole” last year saved an av er age of $604 on pre scrip tion 
drugs. The dough nut hole will dis ap pear com pletely by 2023 un der
the pres i dent’s plan. (ABCNews.com, Whitehouse.gov)

On ed u ca tion . . .
MITT ROMNEY sup ports for-profit ed u ca tion and urges stu -
dents to “get as much ed u ca tion as they can af ford.” He wants
to rein in the ed u ca tion un ions and would gut the U.S. De part -
ment of Ed u ca tion. He would make col lege more ex pen sive
by end ing tax cred its, and he wants col lege stu dents to just
“bor row money from their par ents” to fur ther their ed u ca tion.
(Cam paign speech, 6/27/12, Fox News, 1/24/08, Wall Street
Jour nal, 4/15/12, Speech at Otterbein Uni ver sity)

On Health Care and Medicare . . .
MITT ROMNEY would scrap all health care re -
form. He has said that peo ple with pre-ex ist ing
con di tions who did n’t al ready have health in -
sur ance should n’t get any spe cial treat ment.
The Romn ey/Ryan Medicare plan would turn
Medicare into a voucher sys tem and would
cost se niors up to $6,400 per year. Se niors
turn ing 65 in 2023 would see their health care
costs in crease by $59,500 dur ing re tire ment.
The plan would mean as much as $16 to $26
bil lion in new prof its for in sur ance com pa nies.
(ABCNews.com, Whitehouse.gov)
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Saunders, Reyes Elected to Lead AFSCME
OAPSE Sup port Key to Vic tory for New Lead er ship Team

OAPSE’s ex ec u tive board proudly
and strongly backed Lee Saunders

for AFSCME In ter na tional pres i dent
and Laura Reyes for sec re tary-trea surer.
And in Los An geles at the AFSCME
Con ven tion, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor Joe
Rugola cast all OAPSE votes for that
lead er ship team.

Saunders and Reyes won over -
whelm ing vic to ries at the
con ven tion, which fea tured de bates
be tween the can di dates and vig or ous
dis cus sion among del e gates about
who would best serve the un ion as its 
top of fi cers. Saunders won by more
than 100,000 votes, while Reyes’
vic tory mar gin was al most 60,000
votes. Rugola was unan i mously se -
lected by OAPSE del e gates to
an other term as an In ter na tional Vice 
Pres i dent of the na tional un ion.

Rugola noted that Saunders is from
Ohio and got his start with AFSCME
as a state em ployee in 1975. “We have
been good friends for 25 years. There
is no ques tion that Lee will make an out -
stand ing pres i dent of our un ion. We need
his vi sion, en ergy, com mit ment and pas -
sion dur ing the tough times ahead for our
mem bers," Rugola said. “And he has an
out stand ing part ner in Laura. I look for -
ward to work ing with them to move the
un ion for ward.”

In his first ad dress as pres i dent of
AFSCME, Lee Saunders got right down
to im por tant busi ness for AFSCME
mem bers.  “We must work our hearts
out to re-elect Pres i dent Obama,” he
said, to meet the tough chal lenges fac ing
la bor and work ing fam i lies. He pledged
a new day and a new way of think ing
about pol i tics for our un ion as “we hold
all pol i ti cians ac count able for their

treat ment of pub lic work ers. Our un ion
does not work for any po lit i cal party.”

“We work for jus tice and fair ness in
the work place. If some one takes us on, it
does not mat ter whether they are a Dem -
o crat or a Re pub li can, con ser va tive or
lib eral. We are tak ing you on and we will 
take you out.”

The stakes are too high to do any thing 
else, Saunders said, add ing “This is a de -
fin ing mo ment, not only for our na tion
but also for our un ion. What we do will
de ter mine whether col lec tive bar gain ing 
sur vives, whether mem bers’ lives get
better, whether re tire ment se cu rity is re -
stored, whether pub lic ser vices are
strength ened and whether the Amer i can
dream is re newed.”

Sec.-Treas. Laura Reyes, for mer
pres i dent of UDW Homecare Pro vid ers
Un ion/AFSCME Lo cal 3930, fo cused
on build ing a stron ger un ion and or ga -
niz ing new mem bers, in clud ing those in
non-tra di tional jobs.

“We will dig deep into ev ery state, ev -
ery city, ev ery school, ev ery li brary,

New Chair of State Scholarship Committee Named
A long-time mem ber of the State

Schol ar ship Committee, Steph a nie
Wiley was named to the top post by
OAPSE State Pres i dent JoAnn
Johntony. She will serve as the Chair of
the State Schol ar ship Com mit tee and
will also serve as the pres i dent of the
OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar -
ship Foun da tion, Inc. Wiley, a bus driver 
for Co lum bus City Schools and mem ber
of Lo cal 336, re places Mary Beth
Thomp son, who re tired in June.

Join ing the com mit tee to rep re sent

the North Cen tral Dis trict is Bill Hurlow. 
He is a mem ber of Lo cal 370 at Galion
City Schools, where he has worked since 
1974. Hurlow rep re sents the North Cen -
tral Dis trict on the OAPSE/AFSCME
State Ex ec u tive Board.

Wiley said the com mit tee will again
award a min i mum of 10 $2,500 schol ar -
ships to give fi nan cial as sis tance to
de serv ing stu dents. El i gi bil ity re quire -
ments will be posted on the OAPSE
website at www.oapse.org. Ap pli ca tions 
will be avail able on the Mem bers Only

sec tion of the website on De cem ber 1,
2012. Com pleted ap pli ca tions, in clud ing 
all sup port ing doc u men ta tion, will be ac -
cepted from Jan u ary 1 to March 1, 2013.
The schol ar ship com mit tee will se lect
re cip i ents by April 1.

If you need ad di tional in for ma tion or
want a schol ar ship ap pli ca tion mailed to
you, please con tact Pam Duncan at the
OAPSE State Of fice at 1(800)786-2773
or send a re quest with your name and lo -
cal num ber to Pam’s at ten tion at
OAPSE/AFSCME Me mo rial Schol ar -
ship Com mit tee, 6805 Oak Creek Drive,
Co lum bus, Ohio 43229-1591. �

ev ery county to or ga nize new work ers
from ev ery sec tor,” Reyes said. “Our
rea son for or ga niz ing is not just to col -
lect more dues, or boast higher num bers. 
Our rea son for or ga niz ing is our rea son
for be ing: to give ev ery worker a fair
shot in a world where the decks are
stacked against us.”

Reyes also stressed the im por tance
of fight ing for fair con tracts, which will 
have ev ery thing on the ta ble, in clud ing 
“pay, pen sions, non-dis crim i na tion
lan guage, health care, work place
safety – you name it. We will be fight -
ing for strong, mean ing ful lan guage
that pro tects our mem bers and ad -
vances their eco nomic sit u a tion. We
will give up noth ing for work ing fam i -
lies. AFSCME is on a sin gle path
to ward fair ness for all,” Reyes said.
“We must bring as many as pos si ble
along for the jour ney. That won’t al -
ways be easy. But I know, with Pres.
Lee Saunders as our brother and our
leader, we will keep mov ing for ward

to gether.”
Saunders stressed that “both Laura

and I are com mit ted to our mem bers and 
cher ish this un ion. We know that Wall
Street and its al lies are en gaged in an
all-out as sault against our mem bers and
the ser vices we pro vide. They know that
AFSCME stands in the way of their ef -
forts to de stroy the mid dle class. We are
united in our com mit ment to stand up for 
the men and women who care for Amer -
ica’s chil dren, nurse the sick, plow our
streets, col lect the house hold trash and
pro tect our com mu ni ties. Our mem bers
are a cross-sec tion of Amer ica, not some 
elite group like our op po nents try to
claim. And we are ready for the bat tle
ahead.” �
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Marvin O' Daniel
Marvin is the son of
Marvin O'Daniel, Co lum -
bus City Schools Bus
Driv ers, Lo cal 336. He
plans to at tend Malone
Uni ver sity and will  ma jor
in Sports Med i cine and
Sports .tnem ega naM

Miranda Fa bian
Miranda was awarded
the Nancy Sanders Me -

 lair om  .pihs ra lohcS She
is the daugh ter of Laura

 ,naib aF  elliv si uoL City
Schools, Lo cal 456. She
will at tend Otterbein Uni -
ver sity where she plans
to ma jor in Nurs ing.

Casey Brown
Casey was awarded the
Pete  rehp ot sirhC  lair om eM
Schol ar ship. She is the
daugh ter of Waneta Brown, 
Hud son City Schools, Lo cal 
372. She will  dnet ta North -
wood Uni ver sity to ma jor in 

 noi hsaF  gni tek raM and
.tnem ega naM

Jessica Machovina
Jessica was awarded 
the Bill Hig gins Trib ute
Schol ar ship. She is the
daugh ter of Laura
Machovina, St. Clairsville
Richland City Schools,
Lo cal 549. She will at tend 
The Ohio State Uni ver sity 
to  ma jor in Aviation.

Ab i gail Beale
Ab i gail is the daugh ter
of Brenda Beale, Mount
Vernon City Schools,
Lo cal 470. She will be
at tend ing Ohio Uni ver -
sity where she plans to
ma jor in Law.

Benjamin Gozur
Benjamin re ceived the
Nick Johntony Me mo rial
Schol ar ship. He is the son
of Mar sha Gozur, Camp -
bell City Schools, Lo cal
141. He plans to at tend
Youngs town  State Uni ver -
sity where he will ma jor in

 lac it uan oreA .gni reen ig nE

Jericha Martin
Jericha is the daugh ter
of Steph a nie Mar tin,
Fremont City Schools,
Lo cal 321. She will be
at tend ing Tiffin Uni ver -
sity where she plans to

 roj am in  lan i mirC Jus -
tice.

Joshua Haller
Joshua has been
awarded the Ger ald W.
McEntee Trib ute Schol -
ar ship. He is the son of
James Haller, Lima City
Schools Custodians, Lo -
cal 137. He will at tend
The Ohio State Uni ver sity 
to ma jor in Nurs ing.

Sami Ally
Sami  re ceived the
Hoberta Roach Me mo -
rial Schol ar ship. She is 
the daugh ter of Jo Ally,
Marietta City Schools,
Lo cal 001. She will be
at tend ing Marietta Col -
lege and plans to ma jor 
in Art.

Alexander Poetker
Al ex  was awarded the
Lianne Vernell Me mo rial 
Schol ar ship. He is the
son of Robin Poetker,
City of Jackson, Lo cal
410. He will at tend Ohio
Uni ver sity to ma jor in In -
dus trial and Sys tems
En gi neer ing.

Scholarships of $2,500 Each Awarded to Thirteen Seniors

Ste phen McGhee
Ste phen is the son of
Kathleen McGhee,
Prince ton City Schools,
Lo cal 174. He plans to

 dnet ta  ima iM  ytis rev inU
of Ox ford where he will
be ma jor ing in Busi -
ness.

Kevins Lykins
Kevin is the son of Evan 
Lykins, Syc a more

 ytin um moC Schools,
Lo cal 243. He plans to

 dnet ta  nre htroN Ken -
tucky Uni ver sity and
will be pur su ing a ma jor
in Phys ics.

Elias Davidson
Elias is the son of Ra -
chel Davidson, Tri
County North Lo cal
Schools, Lo cal 356. He
will be at tend ing The
Ohio State Uni ver sity
Ag ri cul ture Tech ni cal In -
sti tute and plans to
be come a vet er i nar ian.

OAPSE Mem ber’s Daugh ter Wins AFSCME Schol ar ship
Alicia Donahue, daugh ter of Barbara Donahue,

who is a mem ber of Lo cal 504 at Wolf Creek
Lo cal Schools, is a re cip i ent of the 2012 AFSCME
Fam ily Schol ar ship. Alicia is one of 10 na tional
win ners and will re ceive $2,000 this year. The
schol ar ship is re new able for four years.

The Waterford High School se nior’s es say de -
tailed her fam ily’s long tra di tion of pub lic ser vice
and un ion mem ber ship. Both par ents and two
grand par ents worked as pub lic em ploy ees, and her
mother is in her 15th year of ser vice as a hand i -
capped aide at Wolf Creek.

Alicia’s fam ily is es pe cially grate ful for the sup -
port of her par ents’ un ion broth ers and sis ters dur ing
her fa ther’s ill ness and death from brain can cer last
year. “These un ion mem bers know what it is like for
work ing class peo ple to strug gle through such a ter -

ri ble or deal. All of them stuck with my fam ily, not
only dur ing the six months dur ing which my fa ther
bat tled can cer, but af ter he passed away,” Alicia
wrote.

She noted that her
fam ily’s strong be lief
in un ions ex tended to
the fight to stop Sen -
ate Bill 5 by de feat ing 
Is sue 2 last year.

Alicia will be the
first in her fam ily to
at tend col lege and
plans to pur sue a ca -
reer that will al low
her to help the dis -
abled. �  
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The OAPSE State Nom i nat ing Com mit tee
an nounces that Dec la ra tion of Can di dacy

forms or nom i na tions are now be ing ac cepted
for the fol low ing State Of fices: State Pres i dent,
State Vice Pres i dent, or State Sec re tary. Sec -
tion 13.05 of the OAPSE State Con sti tu tion
pro vides: “Any ac tive mem ber in good stand ing
hav ing been an ac tive mem ber for a min i mum
of two (2) con sec u tive years at the time of de -
clar ing can di dacy shall be el i gi ble to run for the
po si tion of State Of fi cer.” Any in ter ested mem -
bers who are qual i fied to run for State Of fice
may ob tain a Dec la ra tion of Can di dacy form
from the OAPSE State Of fice, 6805 Oak Creek
Drive, Co lum bus, Ohio 43229, or
(800)786-2773. Any mem ber in good stand ing
may nom i nate any el i gi ble mem ber for a par tic -
u lar State Of fice.

Dec la ra tion of Can di dacy forms or nom i na -
tions for any State Of fice must be sub mit ted to
the OAPSE State Nom i nat ing Com mit tee at the
OAPSE State Of fice, 6805 Oak Creek Drive,
Co lum bus, Ohio 43229, no later that 4:30 p.m.
on Jan u ary 15, 2013. A can di date may not send 

State Of fi cers Elec tion Dead lines
a Dec la ra tion of Can di dacy form to run or be
nom i nated for more than one State Of fice. The
Nom i nat ing Com mit tee will meet on or about
Jan u ary 22, 2013, to es tab lish a slate of can di -
dates and a bal lot which shall be used for the
elec tion of State Of fi cers.

The next sched uled is sue of the OAPSE
News will in clude a pic ture and a short state -
ment of 50 words or less from each can di date
seek ing of fice, if pro vided by the can di date, and
a short bi og ra phy of each can di date. On or
about March 1, 2013, se cret bal lots will be
mailed to mem bers in good stand ing at their last 
known home ad dress. To as sure se crecy, a
dou ble en ve lope sys tem shall be used. The
voted bal lot shall be placed in side a blank en ve -
lope. The nec es sary voter iden ti fi ca tion shall
ap pear only on the outer re turn en ve lope. The
mem bers in good stand ing who re turn bal lots
shall be re quired to place on the outer re turn
envelope their name, ad dress and Lo cal num ber.

The OAPSE State Ex ec u tive Board will es tab -
lish the date by which voted bal lots must be
post marked and re ceived (elec tion date). That in for -

ma tion will be in cluded in the of fi cial bal lot en ve lope
and in the next is sue of the OAPSE News. 

Can di dates are per mit ted to have an ob -
server pres ent at the prep a ra tion and mail ing of
the bal lots, their re ceipt by the State Nom i nat ing 
Com mit tee which will be do ing the count ing of
the bal lots, and at the open ing and count ing of
the bal lots. Pay ment of elec tion ob serv ers is the 
re spon si bil ity of the can di date.

The can di date re ceiv ing the great est num -
ber of votes for a par tic u lar of fice shall be
de clared the win ner. A ma jor ity of the votes cast 
for any of fice shall not be re quired to elect. In the 
event of a tie for the great est num ber of votes for 
a par tic u lar of fice, the can di date hav ing the
great est con tin u ous pe riod of mem ber ship at
the time of the elec tion shall be de clared the
win ner. If the tie is not bro ken in that man ner, a
flip of a coin shall de ter mine the win ner. 

If there is only one can di date for an of fice, that 
in di vid ual may be de clared elected with out the
need to in cur the ex pense of a se cret bal lot mail
elec tion. The re sults of the elec tion shall be an -
nounced be fore or at the An nual Del e gate
Con fer ence so that the elected of fi cers can be in -
stalled at the An nual Del e gate Con fer ence.” �  



Remember these "worker-friendly" candidates when you cast your ballot!

 OAPSE/AFSCME
2012 Rec om mended Can di dates

U.S. SENATE
Sherrod Brown

OHIO SUPREME COURT
Yvette McGee Brown (Term ends 12/31/14)

Michael Skindell (Term begins 01/01/13)

William O'Neill (Term begins 01/02/13)

Early VOTING starts on October 2nd! If you don't vote early
and you need to verify your polling location, find your
County Board of Elections or get answers to many other
questions, go to www.sos.state.oh.us and click on "Voter
Services".

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BY DISTRICT
1st - No Recommendation
2nd - No Recommendation
3rd - Joyce Beatty
4th - Jim Slone
5th - Angela Zimmann
6th - Charlie Wilson

7th - Joyce Healy-Abrams
8th - No Recommendation
9th - Marcy Kaptur
10th - Sharen Swartz Neuhardt
11th - Marcia Fudge
12th - James B. Reese

13th - Tim Ryan
14th - No Recommendation
15th - Pat Lang
16th - Betty Sutton

STATE SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES
District 1  (Allen, Auglaize, Champaign, Crawford, Defiance, Hancock, 

Hardin, Henry, Logan, Marion, Mercer, Morrow, Paulding, 
Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Shelby, Union, Van Wert, Williams
and Wyandot Counties: as well as parts of Darke and Fulton
Counties) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .

District 5  (Ashland, Medina, Richland and Wayne Counties and parts of  
Cuyahoga, Holmes, Lake, Stark and Summit Counties) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

District 6   (Delaware and Knox Counties and part of Franklin County). . . . . . . . . . . . . 
District 7   (Ashtabula, Geauga, Portage and Trumbull Counties; as well as parts of 

Lake, Stark and Summit Counties) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
District 9   (Coshocton, Fairfield, Guernsey, Hocking,  Meigs, Morgan,  Muskingum, Perry, and 

Tuscarawas Counties; as well as  parts of Franklin, Holmes  and Pickaway Counties) . .
District 10  (Adams, Brown, Clark, Clermont, Clinton, Fayette, Gallia, 

Greene, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Madison, Pike, Ross and 
Scioto; as well as parts of Pickaway and Vinton Counties) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

District 11 (Parts of Cuyahoga County, including Cleveland) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

Ann Jacobs

Richard Javorek
Michael Collins

James Collum

Stephanie Dodd

Todd Brook
Mary Rose Oakar

�



OHIO SENATE BY DISTRICT
2nd - Randy Gardner
4th - No Recommendation  
6th - Rick McKiddy
8th - No Recommendation
10th - Jeff Robertson
12th - No Recommendation

14th - No Recommendation
16th - Jim Hughes
18th - Jim Mueller 
20th - Teresa Scarmack
22nd - James Riley
24th - Tom Patton

26th - Tanyce Addison
28th - Thomas C. Sawyer
30th - Lou Gentile
32nd - Capri S. Cafaro

OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BY DISTRICT
1st - John Maglio
2nd - Ellen Haring
3rd - Kelly Wicks
4th - Robert "Bo" Huenke
5th - Nick Barborek
6th - Anthony Fossaceca
7th - Matt Patten
8th - Armond D. Budish
9th - Barbara Boyd
10th - Bill Patmon
11th - Sandra Williams
12th - John Barnes, Jr. 
13th - Nickie Antonio
14th - Mike Foley
15th - Nicholas Celebrezze
16th - Andrew Meyer
17th - No Recommendation
18th - Michael Stinziano
19th - Ryan Jolley
20th - Heather Bishoff
21st - Donna O'Connor
22nd - John Carney
23rd - Traci Johnson
24th - Maureen Reedy
25th - Kevin Boyce
26th - Tracy Heard
27th - No Recommendation
28th - Connie Pillich
29th - Hubert Brown
30th - Steven Newsome
31st - Denise Driehaus
32nd - Dale Mallory
33rd - Alicia Reece

34th - Vernon Sykes
35th - Zack Milkovich
36th - Paul Colavecchio
37th - Tom Schmida
38th - Michael Kaplan
39th - Fred Strahorn
40th - Carl Fisher
41st - Caroline Gentry
42nd - Aaron Buczkowski
43rd - Roland Winburn
44th - Michael Ashford
45th - Teresa Fedor
46th - Matt Szollosi
47th - Jeff Bunck
48th - Amanda Trump
49th - Stephen Slesnick
50th - Sue Ryan
51st - Mark Hardig
52nd - No Recommendation
53rd - Suzi Rubin
54th - No Recommendation
55th - Matt Lundy
56th - Dan Ramos
57th - Matthew Lark
58th - Robert Hagan
59th - Ronald Gerberry
60th - John Rogers
61st - Susan McGuinness
62nd - Mike Kassalen
63rd - Sean O'Brien
64th - Tom Letson
65th - Steve Myers
66th - Ken McNeely

67th - David Hogan
68th - No Recommendation
69th - Judith Cross
70th - No Recommendation
71st - Brady Jones
72nd - David Dilly
73rd - Bill Conner
74th - No Recommendation
75th - Kathleen Clyde
76th - Tom Warren
77th - Kelly Bryant
78th - Jeremy VanMeter
79th - No Recommendation
80th - Dave Fisher
81st - John Vanover
82nd - No Recommendation
83rd - John Kostyo
84th - Ronald Hammons
85th - No Recommendation
86th - Cheryl Johncox
87th - Jeff Lehart
88th - Bill Young
89th - Chris Redfern
90th - John Haas
91st - No Recommendation
92nd - Robert Armstrong
93rd - Josh Bailey
94th - Debbie Phillips
95th - Charlie Daniels
96th - Jack Cera
97th - Frank Fleischer
98th - Josh O'Farrell
99th - John Patterson

OHIO COURT OF APPEALS BY DISTRICT
1st - Martha Good (Term begins 2/9/13)

- Bruce Whitman (Term begins 2/11/13) 
2nd - No Recommendation
3rd - No Recommendation
4th - Marie Hoover (Term begins 2/9/13)
5th - John Wise  (Term begins 2/9/13)

- Scott Gwin  (Term begins 2/10/13)
- Patricia Delaney  (Term begins 2/11/13)

6th - No Recommendation
7th - Mary DeGenaro (Term begins 2/9/13)

8th - Frank Celebrezze  (Term begins 1/1/13)
- Tim McCormack(Term begins 1/2/13)
- Eileen T. Gallagher  (Term begins 1/3/13)
- Mary Boyle (Term begins 2/9/13)

9th - Clair E. Dickinson  (Term begins 2/9/13)
10th - Gary Tyack  (Term begins 2/9/13)

- Peggy Bryant (Term begins 2/10/13)
11th - Mary Jane Trapp (Term begins 2/9/13)
12th - No Recommendation

�


